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IIIII
MAGINE YOU ARE STANDING ON A HIGH PLATEAU. 

A wide landscape stretches out before you, and 

in every direction run paths that were worn 

down long ago: the broad road of capitalism, the 

beaten track of socialism, the winding mosaic 

paths of democracy, the stony marching routes 

of the autocracies. Each of these paths bears the

footprints of whole generations, and each has its own history. And 

each of them, if you look closely, ends at the same wall.

We sense this wall even when we do not name it. We sense it in climate 

reports that come faster and faster, in burning forests and overheated 

seas. We see it in the gap between rich and poor that widens with 

every crisis, and in the invisible people for whom the world of work no 

longer has a place. We experience it in democracies that waver and 

in autocracies that grow stronger because trust has fallen apart. And 

we smell it in the digital fog of endless notifications, in algorithms that 

devour our time, steer our thoughts, and let our humanity fray.

This book is an attempt to draw a path that does not end at this wall. 

It is called SOLIS, and it is not a party programme, not a religion, and 

not a state. It is the design for a social order that can withstand the 

conditions of this century: an order that remains just even when the 

people in it are fallible, that emerges strengthened from crises, and 

that can correct itself. Before the design begins, it must be clear why 

it is needed.

THE DEAD END OF THE ESTABLISHED ORDERS

IN THE COURSE OF its history, humanity has produced several great 

designs for order, and each of them achieved something real.

Capitalism released prosperity and inventiveness on an unprece

dented scale. At the same time, it plundered the natural foundations 
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of life and divided societies. Socialism took the promise of equality 

seriously and, in the form it actually took, stifled freedom and the 

spirit of invention. Democracy gave people a voice, and it reaches its 

limit where many voices turn into a noise without direction that lacks 

the mechanisms of self-correction. Autocracy demonstrated resolve 

and order, at the expense of dignity and of the creative power without 

which no society stays alive.

None of these designs is simply wrong. Each has reached an inner 

limit that it cannot cross by its own logic. And these limits stand 

out so sharply today because the conditions under which those 

orders arose have shifted fundamentally. The great challenges of the 

present are no longer national, no longer separate from one another, 

and no longer slow. Climate change, the concentration of wealth, the 

upheaval brought by digital technology, and the erosion of a shared 

relation to truth are interlocked. They reinforce one another and un

fold faster than established institutions can process them. An order 

built for a slower and more bounded world can no longer reliably steer 

a connected and accelerated one. We are not dealing with a broken 

cog that could be replaced. We are dealing with a machine whose 

design no longer fits the conditions.

Against this background, SOLIS does not see itself as one more ide

ology. It is the answer to a sober analysis of what is missing, and this 

answer can be traced back to four necessities.

First, we need an order that brings people, the planet, and technology 

into balance instead of subordinating one to another: neither humans 

above nature, nor the machine above humans, nor the economy above 

everything. Second, we need an order that does not maximize short-

term profit but is aimed at durability, resilience, and shared well-being. 

Growth that consumes the foundations of its own possibility is not 

progress. Third, we need an order that promotes invention without 

sacrificing its ethical limits. It places the most powerful tools of 

the present, from artificial intelligence to genetic engineering, in the 
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service of people instead of delivering people up to them. Fourth, we 

need an order that brings competence and conscience together, not 

through coercion, money, or the accumulation of power, but through 

meaning and a shared direction. The deepest upheavals of history 

were never merely technical. They were always cultural and ethical 

movements as well.

The objection is obvious that such a design is utopian. Yet it does not 

rest on the assumption of a better humanity. It rests on the insight 

that carrying on as before is the real improbability. In a world whose 

ecological, technological, and geopolitical fate is shared, extending 

the status quo is not the safe option but the riskiest of all. SOLIS builds 

on the resilient elements of human experience, on inventiveness, eth

ical depth, and the ability to think beyond what is immediately one’s 

own, and joins them into an order that holds.

HUMANITY AT THE CROSSROADS

NEVER BEFORE HAS HUMANITY had so much power over its own fate. 

We can alter genes, leave the planet, turn the world into a single 

conversation, and use or destroy resources on a scale that was 

unthinkable only a few decades ago. And never before have we stood 

so close to the abyss, because what we gained in power we did 

not develop alongside it in wisdom, care, and public spirit. That the 

established orders are reaching their limits is therefore no abstract 

diagnosis. It shows itself in several simultaneous crises, each of which 

weighs heavily on its own and which only together, in their coupling, 

make up the real picture.

The ecological crisis is the most fundamental, because it concerns 

the material precondition of every society. An economy that con

sumes resources faster than they renew and treats the stability of 

the climate as a free dowry undermines the conditions of its own 
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survival. No prosperity and no progress can be secured for long on a 

destabilized planet. The social crisis shows itself in a concentration 

of wealth and opportunity that hollows out the cohesion of societies. 

Where the gap between participation and exclusion opens too wide, 

the promise of equality before the law loses its tangible basis, and 

with it the trust that carries every order. The technological crisis is 

of its own kind, because it changes not only the means but people 

themselves. Digital systems today determine what people perceive, 

how they judge, and where they direct their attention. Where these 

systems serve only the exploitation of attention, a silent steering 

arises that escapes conscious control.

The political crisis follows from the others. Where institutions can no 

longer cope with the problems, trust dwindles. Where trust dwindles, 

simple answers gain power, answers that do not solve difficult situa

tions but cover them up. Stable democracies begin to waver, and 

authoritarian models gain appeal because they promise the capacity 

to act. The crisis of meaning, finally, is the least visible and yet has 

the deepest effect. An order that addresses people above all as con

sumers, labour, and data points leaves a question unanswered that 

cannot be silenced: what all of this is for. We no longer know what is 

enough, what is good, and what “we” means. Consumption replaces 

meaning, distraction replaces engagement, efficiency replaces hu

manity. Without sound answers to the question of meaning, the inner 

hold from which societies draw their resilience falls apart.

These crises cannot be solved one at a time or one after another, 

because they condition one another. This is precisely the reason for 

a design cast from a single mould: an order that treats ecology, the 

economy, law, education, culture, and technology as separate depart

ments will fail at the interfaces, where the real problems lie. SOLIS 

therefore does not start from a single reform, but from the connec

tions between them.
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THE FIVE ETHICAL FOUNDATIONS

EVERY LASTING ORDER NEEDS a foundation that lies deeper than its 

laws, its technology, and its institutions, because these change while 

the foundation has to bear the load. It is made not of concrete, not 

of money, and not of power, but of values. In SOLIS there are five 

foundations. They are introduced here not as a creed but as working 

principles: each of them rules out certain orders and brings certain 

institutional consequences with it.

THE DIGNITY OF THE HUMAN BEING

AT THE CENTRE STANDS the human being as a value in themselves, 

not as a means: regardless of origin, sex, age, conviction, or ability to 

perform. It does not follow that all people are the same, but it does 

follow that they are equal in worth. An order that takes this principle 

seriously may not divide people into useful and useless ones and may 

not drop anyone because they are considered unproductive. A ninety-

year-old woman with dementia is not a burden. She is part of the 

community, with a right to care. A refugee is not a cost factor. He is a 

person with a history, pain, and hope. The institutional consequence 

is a basic provision that does not depend on a person’s employment 

record, and a law that protects the weak as well as the strong.

THE BALANCE OF INDIVIDUAL AND COMMUNITY

THE HUMAN BEING IS neither an isolated lone fighter nor a mere ele

ment of the collective. They are a social individual who needs freedom 

in order to grow and community in order to flourish. The freedom of 

the individual ends where it destroys the good of the community. The 

good of the community may not be defined in a way that crushes the 

dignity of the individual. This balance is not a state but a living dance 

that has to be recalibrated again and again. It requires institutions 

that carry out exactly this weighing instead of deciding it one-sidedly. 

An enterprise may not circumvent environmental standards to earn 
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more in the short term, because that harms the community. But 

neither may the community decide over people’s heads what is good 

for everyone, without participation, dialogue, and respect.

RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE PLANET

THE EARTH IS NEITHER a backdrop nor a store of raw materials. It is the 

living world on which every society depends: a living system that we 

do not rule but to which we belong. From this follows the commitment 

to a use that allows renewal, to the greatest caution in interventions 

in ecosystems, and to the protection of the natural foundations as a 

core task rather than a side issue. This principle is not a moral add-on 

but a condition of survival: no system, no prosperity, and no progress 

can endure on a dying planet. It explains why the natural foundations 

in SOLIS are withdrawn from private appropriation and why the living 

world receives a voice of its own in the decisions of the order.

THE ADVANCEMENT OF KNOWLEDGE AND WISDOM

SOLIS BASES ITS DECISIONS not on power, money, or ideology, but 

on the best available knowledge, joined with ethical judgment. Knowl

edge without ethics can be destructive, and power without knowledge 

is blind. Only their combination holds. From this follows the commit

ment to ongoing research, to the testability of assumptions, and to 

open access to knowledge. And from this follows the insight that 

cleverness alone is not enough. It takes the foresight that considers 

consequences across generations, and the humility to hold one’s own 

error possible. Together, we call these two wisdom.

LONG-TERM RESILIENCE

THE WORTH OF AN order proves itself not in calm times but in crisis. 

SOLIS is therefore built for resilience. It is able to learn, because it can 

correct itself. It is strong, because it is organized in a decentralized 

way. And it is adaptable, because it takes feedback seriously. A health 

system that survives an epidemic without collapsing. An energy grid 



SOLIS // FOUNDATION

1 3

that absorbs the failure of one part with the others. A public sphere 

that recognizes a lie before it takes effect. That is what resilience 

looks like. In a future shaped by ecological, geopolitical, and techno

logical uncertainty, this order is meant not merely to survive. It is 

meant to emerge from strain stronger than before.

These five foundations form the standard against which every follow

ing chapter can be measured. They are the compass that aligns 

individual decisions, and at the same time the condition for many 

individual rules becoming an order rather than a patchwork. And they 

are more than rules for institutions. They are also an attitude that 

people can grow into: respect for all life, truthfulness in word and deed, 

responsibility for one’s own actions, protection of the weak, and the 

recognition of the other’s freedom as the condition of one’s own. We 

are not building a house of cards. We are building a foundation that is 

meant to hold in a hundred and in five hundred years: a living system 

that can grow, learn, fail, renew itself, and rise again and again.

THE NARROW CORE AND THE WIDE FREEDOM

ONE MISUNDERSTANDING NEEDS TO be cleared up from the start. That 

SOLIS rests on five non-negotiable foundations does not mean that 

it prescribes to people what their good life consists of. The founda

tions are a narrow, firm core. Above it lies a great freedom. What 

meaning, happiness, and fulfilment are, and which paths lead to them, 

is decided not by the order but by each person and each community 

for themselves. An order that laid this down as well would no longer be 

a framework but a worldview that raises itself to law. SOLIS therefore 

strictly separates what applies to everyone from what belongs to 

each person: a narrow ground of the non-negotiable and, above it, the 

breadth of difference. This separation recurs throughout the whole 



SOLIS // FOUNDATION

1 4

work, from culture to the world order, and it is the reason why SOLIS 

does not fear diversity but needs it.

METHOD AND STRUCTURE OF THE WORK

THE AMBITION OF THIS work calls for a particular method, and it makes 

sense to disclose it before the individual areas are unfolded.

The first commitment is the link between principle and institution. A 

value that is not translated into a verifiable rule, a procedure, or an 

institution remains without consequence. This work is therefore not 

content with describing desirable conditions. As far as it can, it names 

the mechanisms through which they last, also and especially in case 

individual participants try to exploit the order. Wherever a principle is 

introduced, one must therefore always ask how it is secured. The sec

ond commitment is the application of the order to itself. The hardest 

question for any social order is not how it governs its citizens, but how 

it limits its own power. SOLIS does not answer it with a supreme super

visory body that would itself remain unsupervised. It applies the same 

principles to its own institutions: transparency, separation of powers, 

accountability to the citizenry, protection against capture. This idea 

carries the chapter on the order of power and recurs throughout the 

whole work. The third commitment is honesty about the design itself. 

Where a solution is only an approximation, the work says so. Where a 

path can fail, it names the danger.

On this basis, the structure unfolds. This first chapter lays the ethical 

foundation. The second sets out the order of power: fundamental 

rights, the Ring of institutions, and the public sphere. The third deals 

with law, the fourth with security, defence, and peace, the fifth with 

the economy and resources, the sixth with the planet. Then come 

education and knowledge, health and well-being, culture and meaning, 

and technology, artificial intelligence, and humanity’s place in the 



SOLIS // FOUNDATION

1 5

larger scheme of things. The eleventh chapter is devoted to children 

and families as the foundation on which every lasting change rests, 

the twelfth to the path from what exists to this order, the thirteenth 

to the relationship of SOLIS to the world. A final chapter sums up the 

foundations and building blocks and looks ahead.

A woman named Mara also walks through chapters two to thirteen. 

She is invented, and so is the town by the river where she lives. But 

everything that happens to her is exactly what this book designs. That 

is why she stands at the beginning of every chapter: so that the order 

is not only understood but seen.

The areas build on one another, but each can also be understood on its 

own, so that the work can be read from beginning to end or explored 

selectively. Not everyone thinks in the same order: some come by 

way of the environment, some by way of education, some by way of 

the question of meaning. The work is therefore a web, not a scaffold, 

and yet in the end it forms a single picture. It is not a text meant to 

reassure. It is a design meant to be argued with, written for all who 

believe that something other than the administration of what exists is 

possible: a fundamentally different and at the same time robust order.
[  E N D  O F  R E C O R D  0 1  ]
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L O G  / /  M A R A

The letter came on a Tuesday. Mara, forty-one, a hydraulic engineer 

at the enterprise for river and banks, had been drawn by lot into the 

regional assembly for one year. She had never wanted an office, and 

she would have been allowed to decline. On the first day of the session 

she sat between an elected farmer and a cook who had been drawn by 

lot, and in front of them lay the region’s budget, open to anyone who 

wanted to read it. “You don’t need to know anything,” said the cook, 

who was already in her second year. “You only need to ask until you 

understand. That is what we are here for.”
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FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AND THE WEIGHING BETWEEN 

THEM

AAAAA
T THE CENTRE OF SOLIS STANDS A DOUBLE 

PROMISE: you are free, and you are protected, 

part of a community that neither crushes you nor 

leaves you alone. That sounds self-evident, and 

yet existing orders often fail at exactly this point. 

They guarantee rights that are complete on paper 

and remain empty in real life: a right to education

where the schools are crumbling, a right to health that depends on 

wealth, a freedom of expression that is silenced by economic or algo

rithmic power. SOLIS draws a fundamental conclusion from this: rights 

are only as strong as their practical safeguards. It is not enough to 

proclaim them. They must be tangible, measurable, and enforceable 

in everyday life.

The fundamental rights that SOLIS guarantees include the right to 

life and to physical and mental integrity, freedom of opinion, belief, 

and conscience, and freedom of movement, of assembly, and of the 

choice of education and occupation. To these is added secure access 

to the material foundations of a dignified life: water, food, housing, 

energy, education, health, and participation. This last guarantee is 

not a charity but the condition of all the other freedoms. There is no 

freedom in starving, and no freedom in dying of a treatable illness 

because the means are lacking. Beyond human beings, SOLIS recog

nizes a claim to protection of the natural world in its own right. How 

this claim takes effect is set out in the chapter on the planet.

So that these rights do not remain abstract, they are anchored in 

procedures and institutions, and their actual state is recorded contin

uously. Monitoring fundamental rights is a task of the independent 

transparency and review body that this chapter will introduce. It 

regularly measures how things stand with people’s real freedom and 
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dignity, not in the statute books but in everyday life. Where it turns 

out that certain groups are systematically disadvantaged, targeted 

programmes are triggered to reduce the inequality. Guaranteeing a 

right thus includes the duty to check that it is honoured.

THE ABSOLUTE FLOOR AND THE PROCEDURE OF WEIGHING

THE HARDEST CASE IS not the violation of a single right but the conflict 

of two rights with each other. Here it is not enough to point to wise 

judgment in the situation, because that shifts the real decision into 

the discretion of those who make it. SOLIS replaces this discretion 

with a procedure that has fixed limits. First comes an absolute floor: 

human dignity and physical and mental integrity cannot be weighed. 

They form a threshold below which no good is traded off against an

other. No argument from the common good and no gain in efficiency 

justifies violating them.

Above this threshold, conflicts are decided by a regulated standard 

of proportionality. Whoever wants to restrict a right bears the burden 

of justification, not the person whose right is to be restricted. The 

mildest effective means must always be chosen. The decision must 

be justified in public, is subject to review by the ethics councils and 

the courts, and is documented as a precedent, so that like cases are 

treated alike in future. Weighing thus becomes a traceable procedure 

with a fixed floor, a clear burden of proof, and the possibility of review, 

and not a matter of goodwill.

THE ORDER OF POWER: THE RING

THERE IS A PROBLEM that recurs in the history of every form of rule: 

power tends to preserve itself, to strengthen itself, and to protect 

itself. It attracts money, influence, and networks of cronies. It forms 

closed circles in which interests cover for one another. In the end, the 
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integrity of institutions suffers, as do the trust of citizens and the 

ability of society to act for the long term. An order that does not solve 

this problem but merely moves it elsewhere is not viable.

WHY THE RULE OF THE WISE FAILS

THE OBVIOUS ANSWER IS to put the cleverest and most upright at 

the top, selected through a careful procedure that tests for wisdom, 

achievement in life, and strength of character. This answer is seduc

tive, and history has refuted it. Plato’s philosopher kings, the Chinese 

mandarinate, the Leninist vanguard: each of these designs began with 

the promise of selecting the best and ended in the concentration of 

power. The reason does not lie in the failure of individual people. It lies 

in a structural weakness: wisdom and integrity cannot be measured 

objectively. Where an order makes them the criterion of selection, the 

selection procedure itself becomes the most valuable good and thus 

the target of capture. Whoever controls the filter controls the system. 

The demand “we will simply select good people” therefore does not 

solve the problem of power. It moves it to a place that is harder to 

control.

SOLIS draws a clear conclusion from this: a nicer description of the 

governing body is not enough. In its place must come a hard mech

anism that resists the very dynamic the order itself names. This 

mechanism is that there is no top.

THE RING INSTEAD OF THE TOP

IN SOLIS THERE IS at the top neither a president nor a monarch, neither 

a party nor a computer. Power is not built as a pyramid but as a ring: a 

circle of bodies that check one another and none of which is the final 

authority. Whoever is bound into this circle is called “ringed” in this 

work, a new word for a new condition: bound in, bound to one another, 

with no way out at the top.
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The assemblies are the place where the rules are made. At every level 

of the order, in the neighbourhood, the region, and the country, they 

debate and pass the laws and budgets of their area. They have a 

mixed membership: partly elected people, who answer for their pro

posals and their disclosed ties, and partly citizens chosen by lot. The 

elected part brings programmes and responsibility. The part chosen 

by lot brings society in its full breadth into the chamber and breaks 

the cartels that form around every election. No group can move the 

assembly on its own, because it can neither buy nor win in advance 

the part that the lot fills.

The offices held for a term carry out what the assemblies decide: they 

administer, build, supply, and organize. Their heads are appointed by 

suitability in an open procedure, serve for a limited term, rotate, and 

give account. No office belongs to a person. Each is lent to them and 

taken back again.

The Council of the Wise is one of these bodies, but not their summit. 

Its task is long-term orientation across disciplines, thinking beyond 

the horizon of the day’s questions, which supplies the other bodies 

with drafts and assessments. It advises, drafts, and warns. It does not 

command and does not decide alone. Its strength lies in judgment, not 

in control.

The ethics councils act at every level as reviewers of the foundations. 

They examine planned laws and far-reaching decisions not only for 

legal and economic coherence but for their compatibility with the five 

foundations. Their members come from many fields, from science, 

philosophy, the arts, care work, the crafts, and the groups that are 

otherwise not heard, and they have a strong right of review and 

a suspensive veto. They can halt developments that fundamentally 

contradict the values of the order and return the matter to the 

assembly and the citizenry. They thus have influence, not unlimited 

power.
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The courts apply the law bindingly and equally to everyone. What is 

decisive is that they also apply it to the other bodies of the Ring. No 

office and no institution stands above the law.

The transparency and review body, finally, secures the foundation 

without which the Ring cannot work: open access to information. It 

ensures that decisions, flows of money, and conflicts of interest can 

be traced, it monitors the state of fundamental rights, and it prevents 

any body from blinding the others by holding knowledge alone.

These bodies check one another in a circle. The assembly decides, 

but the ethics councils can halt. The office carries out, but the courts 

bind it. The Council of the Wise drafts, but it does not decide. The 

review body sees everything, but it commands nothing. None can act 

without the others, none stands above the others, and there is no 

point at which the chain of control ends. This is precisely the break 

with the pyramid: where there is no top, there is also no highest target 

for capture.

THE LEVELS AND SUBSIDIARITY

THE RING IS NOT one but many. The order is built in levels, from the 

neighbourhood through the town and the region to the country and up 

to the planetary level, which the chapter on the world order deals with. 

Each level is itself a ring with an assembly, offices, an ethics council, 

courts, and a review body. Between the levels, subsidiarity applies in 

its strict form: the higher level may do only what the lower one truly 

cannot. Decisions are made as close as possible to people and to the 

matter at hand, and power flows from the bottom up, not the other 

way round. A playground belongs to the neighbourhood, a waterworks 

to the region, a climate target to the union of countries.

THE CITIZENRY AS THE OUTER ANCHOR

A RING THAT TURNED only within itself would remain a closed system. 

That is why the Ring is anchored below in the people. The citizenry is 
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the one node that sits outside the institutional circle, and it holds the 

constituent power: it can recall the bodies of the Ring, overrule them, 

and fill them anew. The members of the Council of the Wise and of the 

other bodies serve on a revocable mandate. Their authority is lent, not 

owned. In SOLIS, power is not a prize but a loan.

What the citizenry decides itself and what it leaves to the assemblies 

is precisely defined, so that neither gets out of hand. Four things 

belong directly to the citizenry: the adoption of the order itself, any 

change to its core, the recall and refilling of its bodies, and the ques

tions that an assembly puts before it or that a petition with sufficient 

support brings to it. Everything else, laws, budgets, projects, and 

the everyday business of the order, is decided by the assemblies, in 

which the citizenry sits anyway through the lot. Thus the power of 

the people remains the root, without every water pipe becoming a 

referendum.

Here, however, lies a danger that SOLIS expressly avoids. Pure, direct 

majority power would bring back exactly the forces that the order 

rejects from the start: populism, manipulation, echo chambers, the 

babble of voices without direction. SOLIS already carries the answer 

within itself. The power of the citizenry is not exercised as a raw vote 

but structured by the deliberative participation system: informed, 

based on facts, and secured against manipulation. Before every 

decision by the citizenry, citizens receive checked and diverse infor

mation, access to expert forums, and aids to ethical deliberation. Only 

on this basis is the decision made. Thus the power of the people 

remains the root of legitimacy without tipping over into populism.

This brings together what does not hold when kept apart. Power is a 

ring without a top, the ring is grounded in the people, and the power 

of the people is filtered through deliberation. This is the application 

of the order to itself: SOLIS governs itself by the same principles by 

which it lets society govern itself.
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THE MECHANICS AGAINST CAPTURE

SO THAT THIS REMAINS a mechanism and not a mere principle, the 

Ring rests on four concrete components.

The first is sortition. Part of the assemblies and of the supervisory 

bodies is neither elected nor appointed but filled on a rotating basis 

by lot from the citizenry, following the model of the ancient boule and 

the jury. A lot cannot be bribed in advance. No career can be built on 

a lot. No stable cartel can form out of the lot. It is the incorruptible 

element of the system.

The second is compulsory rotation with term limits. Power passes 

through hands instead of settling in them. Where no one stays in one 

place long enough to make it their own, nothing hardens.

The third is the right of recall and reconstitution. The Council of the 

Wise and every other body can be dissolved and filled anew by a 

structured, informed majority of the citizenry. The guardians serve as 

long as their mandate holds, and no longer.

The fourth is the separation of control over information from the 

power of decision. No body may both determine what is known and 

decide what is done. The transparency and review body ensures that 

the base of knowledge is shared and open, so that no node can 

dominate the others through a monopoly on information.

THE LOT AND EXPERTISE

THE OBJECTION IS OBVIOUS: how is a citizen chosen at random sup

posed to judge things they do not understand? The answer lies in 

the task that the lot performs. It fills not the expert task but the task 

of control. No one is chosen by lot to run a power station or to lead 

an operation. Those chosen by lot are the ones who check whether 

the operators and leaders act honestly, proportionately, and in the 

spirit of the foundations. That requires not a specialist degree but 

judgment, time, and good information. The last of these is provided by 

the review body, which assigns to every body chosen by lot experts of 
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different schools who are allowed to contradict one another. Whoever 

is drawn is released from work for the duration of their service, and 

the service counts as a contribution. Whoever cannot or will not serve 

may decline. A lot that compelled would lose its dignity. Thus chance 

does not turn into amateurism but into what it has been in the jury for 

centuries: the incorruptible eye of the community.

THE SELECTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE WISE

FROM THESE COMPONENTS ALSO follows the answer to the question 

on which the rule of the wise fails: how the Council of the Wise is filled 

without a hidden filter for wisdom becoming the object of capture.

SOLIS does without a body that decides on the wisdom of the 

candidates in a closed procedure. In its place comes a multi-stage, 

open procedure. Candidates are proposed widely and examined in 

public, against disclosed and contestable standards: demonstrable 

judgment, achievement in life, and proven capacity for responsibility, 

not an opaque score for “wisdom”. The decisive role in this procedure 

is played by a citizens’ panel chosen by lot, which itself changes and 

therefore cannot be bought in advance. The final constituent power 

and the right of recall remain with the citizenry. Terms of office are 

limited, and mandates are revocable. Wisdom is thus not certified 

once and for all. The Council remains accountable and replaceable at 

all times.

DECIDING UNDER TIME PRESSURE

DELIBERATION TAKES TIME, AND not every situation allows it. An epi

demic, a dam breach, an attack on the power grid demand decisions 

within hours, not months. Here lurks the temptation of every order 

to create, in the name of necessity, an authority that stands above 

the rules, and history shows that such authority is rarely given back. 

SOLIS therefore builds the exception so that it ends itself. Emergency 

powers are possible, but they are narrowly defined, public, time-
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limited, and given an expiry date that is not extended without a 

new decision of the assembly. A body chosen partly by lot reviews 

every measure afterwards, and everything that was built up in the 

emergency is subject to the duty to dismantle it. The order can be 

fast without losing itself, because the speed has an end that is fixed 

at the beginning. How these stages look in detail is described in the 

chapter on security.

AN ORDER THAT HOLDS WITH FALLIBLE PEOPLE

THE DECISIVE TEST OF an order of power is not whether it works with 

good people, but whether it remains just with fallible, self-interested 

people. The Ring is built on this assumption. It does not require office 

holders to be wise and selfless. It requires only that no one can en

trench themselves permanently. A circle without a top, whose bodies 

are partly chosen by lot, rotate, can be recalled, and are subject to 

open information, remains correctable even when individuals try to 

exploit it. At the same time, each individual remains responsible: who

ever decides does so under their own name, with a public justification, 

and before the courts, which bind them like anyone else. SOLIS thus 

does not solve the question of power by hoping for better people. It 

solves it through a structure that withstands the human temptation 

to power, and precisely this distinguishes a robust design from a mere 

vision.

THE PUBLIC SPHERE, THE MEDIA, AND THE QUESTION OF 

WHO DEFINES REALITY

WHERE SOCIETIES FALL APART, the collapse is regularly preceded by 

a loss: the loss of a shared relation to reality. Without a functioning 

public sphere that is free and at the same time responsible, people 

no longer know what they can hold on to. Power elites determine the 

narratives without control, facts become weapons, and citizens lapse 
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either into indifference or into fanaticism. SOLIS counters this with 

a media order that is not only free in the legal sense but ethically 

grounded, transparent, diverse, and accessible.

This order stands between two failures, and it avoids both. In author

itarian systems, media become tools of control. In systems driven 

purely by profit, they become machines for exploiting attention, 

which put ratings above substance and division above understanding, 

and in the digital public sphere, monopolies of opinion arise that 

use algorithms to decide what is perceived. SOLIS therefore knows 

neither state-controlled media nor a market that follows only the 

maximization of profit. Media organizations work according to a veri

fiable ethical code. Their ownership structures, flows of money, and 

conflicts of interest must be disclosed, because independence arises 

only where media are free and at the same time bear a responsibility.

This raises the hardest question of every open society, and SOLIS 

does not avoid it. A free public sphere must be able to defend itself 

against deliberate disinformation and manipulation that undermine 

common decisions. Yet any authority able to determine what counts 

as false becomes itself the greatest danger, the gateway through 

which the creeping advance of authoritarianism has historically en

tered. The answer therefore cannot lie in a ministry of truth that rules 

on the true and the false, but only in a procedure.

This procedure rests on several commitments. There is no state pre-

censorship. The standard response to false or harmful statements 

is counter-speech, context, and labelling, not removal. Where an 

intervention is nevertheless considered, it follows an adversarial pro

cedure: a review panel filled partly by lot decides, the burden of proof 

lies with the claim that something is false or manipulative, the justifi

cation is public, and the decision can be appealed. Above everything 

stands an immovable limit: this procedure may never be directed 

against criticism of SOLIS itself, of its institutions, or of its office 

holders. Political dissent is categorically protected. It is precisely this 
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limit that prevents the necessary defence against manipulation from 

becoming the tool for holding on to power.

Transparency applies not only to the media but equally to the bodies 

of the order and to the economy. Decisions, flows of money, and con

flicts of interest must be open to inspection. Registers of lobbying are 

mandatory and public, and citizens have the right to know who influ

enced a decision, which data it was based on, and which alternatives 

were examined. The digital platforms, finally, as the central arenas of 

today’s conversation, are treated as part of democratic infrastructure 

and not as a purely private matter. Their algorithms must be disclosed 

and open to review, other voices must find fair access, and they too 

are subject to the limits on procedure and protection already named.

The deepest safeguard, however, lies not in a body that intervenes but 

in education. A population that has learned from an early age to check 

sources, compare perspectives, and recognize manipulation is the 

strongest defence against the distortion of the public sphere, and it 

makes any intervening authority as unnecessary as possible. The aim 

of the media order is therefore not the perfect control of information. 

The aim is a mature society that does not let itself be manipulated, 

judges critically and with confidence, can argue without destroying 

itself, and can listen without submitting.

THE GUARDIANS AND THE MEASURING INSTRUMENTS

PARTICULAR VIGILANCE IS OWED to the standards by which the order 

measures its own state. The protection of fundamental rights can 

be monitored, but every indicator that becomes a target loses its 

meaning over time: where a number decides on the well-being of 

the order, the temptation grows to serve the number instead of the 

matter. The hollowing out then happens not through open attack but 

silently, while the display goes on reporting health. SOLIS meets this 

in two ways. The standards themselves change, are set adversarially, 

and are deliberately called into question, and alongside measurable 
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monitoring comes unpredictable review carried out by citizens, which 

cannot be prepared for. Thus not only the guardians are watched, but 

the measuring instruments too.

HOW THE ORDER CHANGES

SO THAT A LEARNING order can change without losing itself, it needs 

a regulated way of changing its own rules. SOLIS distinguishes two 

levels for this. The core, that is, the five foundations, the fundamental 

rights, and the load-bearing safeguards against capture, is withdrawn 

from everyday politics: no assembly and no office can touch it. Only 

the citizenry itself can change it, and even then only under high 

hurdles: with a large majority, after thorough deliberation, with a time 

gap between decision and confirmation, and across more than one 

generation. Everything else moves more freely, through the assem

blies and the deliberative participation system. This joins what fails 

when kept apart: the flexibility without which an order freezes, and the 

firmness without which it gives itself away.

THE RIGHT TO LEAVE

THE MATURITY THAT THIS work entrusts to the citizenry also includes 

the right not only to reject the order from within but to leave it. 

Whoever does not want to live under the five foundations is not forced 

to stay. The right to leave is itself a safeguard: an order that one may 

leave has to convince through what it achieves, and not by bolting the 

exit. How this right is arranged without becoming a lever for destroy

ing the community is dealt with in the chapter on the world order.
[  E N D  O F  R E C O R D  0 2  ]
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The dispute over the noise from the workshop below Mara’s flat did 

not end in court. It ended at a kitchen table, with a mediator from the 

neighbourhood, a plan for working hours, and a door that the carpenter 

soundproofed. Two years later, Mara herself sat on a bench of judges, 

drawn by lot like the cook beside her. A man had set fire to a warehouse, 

out of rage, because his enterprise had passed him over. He was not 

locked away. He helped rebuild the warehouse, for a year, and he came 

to know the watchman who had almost died that night.
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AAAAA
N ORDER REVEALS ITS CHARACTER NOT IN THOSE 

WHO FOLLOW IT BUT IN THOSE WHO BREAK IT. 

Dealing with wrongdoing is therefore not a fringe 

area of law but its real test: it shows whether a 

society’s principles still apply when they become 

inconvenient. In many existing systems, people ex

perience the justice system as opaque and overly

bureaucratic, as dependent on money and influence, and as geared 

to punishment instead of restoration. Proceedings drag on for years 

and in the end leave only losers. SOLIS does not answer the question 

of wrongdoing with the reflex of retribution. It answers with a law that 

protects, restores, and preserves the dignity even of the person who 

violated it.

THE DUAL STRUCTURE OF ETHICS AND LAW

A SOCIETY IS ONLY as just as its law. Values set the direction. Without 

institutions that pronounce and enforce the law, they remain theory. 

SOLIS therefore joins ethics and law into a dual structure that is 

already laid out in the Ring: the ethics councils examine whether laws 

and far-reaching decisions are compatible with the five foundations 

and halt whatever contradicts them. The courts apply the rules bind

ingly and equally to everyone. One side asks whether a law is good, 

the other whether it is kept, and neither replaces the other. Laws serve 

to make the foundations concrete. They may never replace them and 

never bend them. The result is an order that is not only formally 

correct but also morally grounded, and that places at its centre not 

power but balance.
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A LAW THAT EVERYONE UNDERSTANDS

LAW IN SOLIS IS accessible. It may not be a secret code that only 

experts can decipher. The essential rules, rights, and procedures are 

available in clear language, are taught in schools, and can be found 

digitally. Anyone who gets into a conflict can see without a long 

search which rights they have, which steps are open to them, and 

where they can find help. Legal assistance is guaranteed, regardless 

of wealth. Law in SOLIS is also transparent: no judgment is issued 

without a public justification, and no procedure without verifiable 

standards. Whoever judges discloses the criteria by which they 

decide, so that those involved can understand why something was 

decided, even if they do not like the result. For trust arises only where 

people know that they are not being judged by caprice or hidden 

interests.

THE LIMITS OF RETRIBUTION

THE OBVIOUS ANSWER TO wrongdoing is retribution: whoever causes 

harm should suffer harm. It is old and understandable, and it falls 

short. The act that was repaid has still happened, the victim’s loss 

remains unhealed, and the person punished returns, burdened further 

by the hardship suffered, to the circumstances from which the act 

arose. An order that draws its security from punishment alone there

fore produces not calm but repetition: overcrowded prisons, high 

rates of reoffending, and whole groups who shuttle between crime 

and prison. For SOLIS, a sober principle follows from this. Punishment 

is not an end but a means, and it is justified only by what it achieves.
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RESTORATIVE JUSTICE

IN PLACE OF RETRIBUTION comes restorative justice. Its measure is 

not the suffering inflicted but the suffering healed, and it pursues 

three aims at once. First, redress for the victim: where harm can be 

made good, making it good takes priority, and the person harmed 

receives real compensation instead of a symbolic verdict. Second, the 

return of the offender: where an act arose from need, addiction, or 

illness, removing its cause is added to the sanction, because whoever 

leaves the cause untouched invites repetition. Third, the protection 

of others: deprivation of liberty remains the means for dealing with 

those who pose a serious danger. But it too serves safety and return, 

not revenge. Thus punishment is measured by its effect, not by its 

harshness.

Whoever causes harm is not simply locked away. They are drawn 

into a process that lets them understand the consequences of 

their actions and involves them in repairing them. A young person 

who causes damage to property is not branded but included in a 

programme that understands them and lets them share in the repair. 

An enterprise that violates ecological standards does not merely pay 

a fine but contributes actively to restoration, together with experts 

and the communities affected. Repressive punishment often fights 

only symptoms. SOLIS aims at the causes, because that is where the 

lasting effect lies.

FAIR PROCEDURE AND EQUALITY BEFORE THE LAW

SO THAT LAW DOES not turn into caprice, it rests on procedural guar

antees that yield to no expediency: the presumption of innocence, 

the burden of proof on the prosecution, and the right to defence, to a 

hearing, and to independent review. Whoever is wrongly accused re
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ceives complete protection and assistance. What is decisive, however, 

is a principle that separates SOLIS from every justice of the rulers: the 

law applies equally to everyone, and it also applies to the bodies of 

the Ring. The courts apply the same standards to the Council of the 

Wise, the ethics councils, the assemblies, and every office holder as 

to every citizen. No office and no institution stands above the law. A 

law that spares the powerful is no longer law but a tool.

OPEN CASE LAW ON THE FOUNDATIONS

THE FIVE FOUNDATIONS FORM the non-negotiable core of the order. 

Their application in the individual case is not. What dignity requires 

when two dignities collide, or what responsibility for the planet 

demands against the freedom of the individual, is decided in interpre

tation, and interpretation is power. It follows that SOLIS does not leave 

it to a closed circle of interpreters. Case law on the foundations is 

open and adversarial. Hard cases are argued by representatives of 

the opposing sides before a bench filled partly by lot, every decision 

is justified in public and the dissenting opinion is published with it, and 

the precedent remains open to challenge. In the most fundamental 

questions, a citizens’ panel chosen by lot takes part, so that the 

interpretation of the core stays anchored in the citizenry. Thus the 

foundations are immovable and their reading is nevertheless open to 

review. No one has the last word over them.

DISPUTES BETWEEN CITIZENS

NOT EVERY WRONG IS a crime. Most of it is conflict. Where an order 

forces every dispute straight into court, it turns people into oppo

nents and courts into factories. Law in SOLIS is therefore tiered. At the 

start come mediation and dialogue, locally, quickly, and regardless of 
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the wealth of those involved. Trained mediators recognize tensions 

early and accompany the search for agreement. A dispute in the 

neighbourhood over noise, rubbish, or a misunderstanding between 

cultures is settled before it escalates into a complaint to the police. 

Only where agreement fails or rights are touched in principle does a 

court decide, and for questions that concern the order itself, a final 

instance. Even children learn to voice conflicts instead of suppressing 

them or fighting them out with violence. Thus law remains accessible, 

and disputes more often end in a workable solution than in a winner 

and a loser.

WHO ADMINISTERS JUSTICE

THE SYSTEM IS CARRIED by judges and mediators who do not rise by 

the logic of careers or power. They are appointed by suitability in an 

open procedure, undergo a thorough professional, ethical, and psy

chological examination, train continuously, and are regularly reviewed 

by the ethics councils and by bodies filled partly by lot. Their inde

pendence is protected: no office and no assembly can remove a judge 

because of a judgment. Yet they too do not sit in one place for life. 

They move between courts and levels, their presidencies are time-

limited, and their work is reviewed in public. Citizens chosen by lot sit 

on the benches, so that law does not become the business of a caste 

but remains the judgment of the community. For a legal system is 

only as strong as the integrity, judgment, and empathy of those who 

apply it.

Above everything stands the principle that links law to the order of 

power: no one stands above the law, no office holder and no institu

tion, not the Council of the Wise and not the ethics councils. Law is 

thus not a tool of the powerful but a shield for the weak. There is no 

class justice in which wealth buys its way out, no opaque procedures 
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without justification, and no law that only punishes instead of healing 

the causes.

THE LIMIT OF COERCION

ABOVE EVERYTHING STANDS A limit that even the guilty keep. No pun

ishment may violate human dignity. There is no torture, no degrading 

treatment, and no punishment that excludes a person permanently 

from the community. Every sanction is proportionate, time-limited, 

open to review, and aimed at return. This limit is not a concession to 

leniency but a consequence of the foundation: dignity, which in the 

first foundation knows no condition, does not know the condition of 

guilt either.
[  E N D  O F  R E C O R D  0 3  ]
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L O G  / /  M A R A

On the night the river rose, the same sign lit up on every screen in the 

town: heightened alert, declared at ten past eleven, justified in three 

sentences, valid until Wednesday. Mara stood on the dyke with the 

Disaster Corps. Jonas, her husband, was carrying beds up to the top 

floor of the care home with his team. On Wednesday the water level 

fell, and the alert expired without anyone having to end it. Whatever 

powers the night had needed were gone again by Thursday, and a 

panel chosen by lot read the report.
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IIIII
N THE END, EVERY ORDER RESTS ON A QUESTION 

THAT MANY DESIGNS AVOID: who controls force? 

Since Max Weber, the state has been defined as 

the entity that claims the monopoly of legitimate 

force. Whoever commands this monopoly, over the 

police, defence, and ultimate coercion, ultimately 

rules everything else, however carefully the other

bodies are arranged. A Ring that distributes power but leaves force 

undivided would be a mere façade. Hence the principle of this chapter: 

security is not the exception to the order, but its strictest application.

WHO HOLDS THE SWORD

THE TEMPTATION IS TO create, in the name of security, an authority 

that stands above the rules: in an emergency, to protect everyone, 

for a limited time. Historically, almost every freedom has died at this 

point, because emergency powers, once granted, are rarely given 

back. The power that was meant to weather the storm outlasts the 

storm. SOLIS concludes from this that there may be no place where 

force escapes control. The answer to the old question of who guards 

the guardians is, here too, not a higher guard. It is the same as every

where else: a structure in which no one can entrench themselves.

THE RINGED APPARATUS OF FORCE

FOUR COMPONENTS BIND FORCE, just as four components bind polit

ical power. First, civilian oversight by bodies filled partly by lot: the 

armed bodies are watched not by their own kind but by the citizenry, 

and the leadership of the security forces stands under the assembly, 

not beside it. Second, the rotation of command and the time limits 

on office, so that no lasting cartel and no personal following forms 
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around force. Third, the separation of command from execution and of 

ordering from review: whoever orders force may not at the same time 

rule on its lawfulness. Fourth, the complete traceability of every oper

ation, every order, and every procurement. Weapons and equipment 

are procured in open procedures with open books, without hidden 

influence, and nothing that serves force comes into being in the dark.

Above these components stands an immovable limit: the force of the 

order may never be turned inwards against political dissent. Just as 

the intervention procedure of the media order may never be turned 

against criticism of SOLIS, the security apparatus may never be 

turned against those who oppose the order. This limit prevents the 

protection of the order from becoming the tool of its ossification.

INTERNAL SECURITY WITHOUT A POLICE STATE

IN SOLIS, SECURITY AT home does not come first from surveillance 

and deterrence, but from removing the causes of crime. Where no 

one is pushed into crime by need, exclusion, or a lack of prospects, 

crime falls before any patrol goes looking for it. Where protection is 

nevertheless needed, the principle of the mildest means applies: as 

little coercion as possible, and force only as a response to force. The 

security forces are part of the community, not its occupiers. They 

are trained in de-escalation as much as in intervention, and they are 

known where they serve. Here the asymmetric transparency that runs 

through the whole work applies. Full transparency applies to power, 

to every operation, every order, and every means, while the life of the 

individual is protected by privacy. SOLIS thus reverses the direction 

of surveillance: it is not the citizen who is exposed and the apparatus 

that is hidden, but the apparatus that is exposed and the citizen who 

is protected.
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THE EXCEPTION THAT ENDS ITSELF

EVEN AN ORDER WITHOUT a top must be able to act when an emer

gency leaves no time for deliberation. SOLIS therefore regulates the 

exception in advance, in a public model of stages that everyone 

knows. In the normal state, the ordinary rules apply. Heightened alert 

permits exercises, the replenishing of stocks, and stronger protection 

of critical facilities. Partial mobilization opens shelters, calls up the 

reserve, and concentrates forces where the danger lies. Full mobiliza

tion, finally, permits evacuations, the redirection of resources, and 

the opening of aid corridors across borders. Each stage comes with 

clearly defined powers, is declared and justified in public, and carries 

an expiry date. Without a new decision of the assembly, it ends by 

itself.

What distinguishes the exception from emergency rule is the duty to 

dismantle. After every escalation, whatever it required is withdrawn: 

powers, collections of data, positions, stocks. A body filled partly by 

lot reviews every measure afterwards to see whether it was necessary 

and proportionate. Thus SOLIS can act within hours without the hours 

turning into years. The emergency receives what it needs and keeps 

none of it.

EXTERNAL DEFENCE WITHOUT ATTACK

ARMED POWER HAS ALWAYS been double-edged in history. It has 

offered protection and brought destruction, secured stability and 

stoked fear, defended peoples and unleashed wars. In conventional 

systems, the military often serves national interests, the projection 

of power, the securing of resources, and influence, and thereby leads 

to wars of aggression, arms races, and oppression at home. Towards 

the outside world, SOLIS therefore holds to a distinction that matters: 



SOLIS // SECURITY, DEFENCE, AND PEACE

4 0

attack is forbidden, defence is legitimate. SOLIS does not establish 

itself by force and subjugates no one. And yet it is not obliged to let 

itself be destroyed in the name of tolerance. A society that has built 

something just may defend it without itself becoming the aggressor.

The doctrine is exclusively defensive. Defence protects the popula

tion from attacks, secures critical infrastructure, data, and supplies, 

and preserves ecosystems and resources. An attack on a power grid is 

repelled by cyber defence without SOLIS itself escalating. The system 

is organized in domains, cyberspace and the information space, air 

and space, land and sea, and civil protection, whose forces work 

together in a coordinated way. It is carried by a reserve that is trained 

in modules and pursues its ordinary occupations in everyday life. 

There are no attack missions, no machine that wages war on its own, 

and no weapon whose final decision over life does not lie in human 

hands. An artificial intelligence may detect and classify threats, but it 

may not make a lethal decision without human approval. The military 

leadership is always under civilian control and thus, like every power 

in SOLIS, under the oversight of the Ring and under the law.

Towards the outside world, SOLIS seeks a balance of caution: shared 

early warning systems, arms control, emergency protocols between 

the orders, and alliances with those who share its principles, so that a 

society that binds itself does not stand alone. A capacity for defence 

exists, sufficient to deter and bound so as not to become a threat 

itself. Thus SOLIS frees defence from the logic of attack and power 

projection: no arms race, no war of aggression, no deployment against 

its own population, but the protection of people and planet.

EARTH DEFENCE AND CIVIL PROTECTION

NOT EVERY DANGER WEARS a uniform. Earthquakes, floods, epidemics, 

technical accidents, solar storms that threaten the grid, and celestial 
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bodies on a collision course hit people harder than most enemies, 

and they do not ask about borders. SOLIS therefore joins its protec

tive structures with civilian tasks into an Earth Defence. Dedicated 

units, a Disaster Corps, are trained for high mobility and respond to 

natural disasters, epidemics, technical accidents, and threats from 

space. After an earthquake, they support evacuations, provide emer

gency power, and secure medical care. An asteroid detected early is 

deflected while civil protection prepares the evacuation.

Civil protection is built in a decentralized way, like everything in this 

order that must hold in an emergency: distributed stocks, shelters, 

emergency energy, connections secured several times over, and 

people who are trained instead of being patronized. Where the danger 

strikes all of humanity, the Earth Defence becomes part of the plan

etary defence that the chapter on the world order deals with. It is 

carried jointly and is itself ringed in turn, so that protection against 

the end never becomes a pretext for the rise of any single power.

PEACE AS ACTIVE WORK

THE DEEPEST PROTECTION, HOWEVER, is not an apparatus but the ab

sence of reasons for violence. In SOLIS, peace is not a pause between 

conflicts but continuous work: defusing tensions early, remedying 

injustices before they turn into violence, cultivating understanding 

across borders, and a diplomacy that does not begin only in a crisis. 

What a society invests in prevention, education, and justice it does not 

have to invest in weapons. Thus SOLIS defends itself most effectively 

not by striking harder, but by removing the fuel from which violence 

arises. In this order, strength means restraint, not aggression.
[  E N D  O F  R E C O R D  0 4  ]
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L O G  / /  M A R A

Mara’s flat cost nothing. It was part of the base, like the water, the 

bread, and the journey to work. The canoe cost value points, three 

months of her contribution, and she saved for it the way one saves for 

something one really wants. At the enterprise, the accounts lay open: 

what the enterprise needed in inputs, what it credited to those who 

worked there, how much went into the reserve, and how much into the 

region’s fund. No one grew rich from it. But no one was ever afraid of 

the end of the month.
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EEEEE
VERY SOCIAL ORDER, WHETHER IT SAYS SO OR NOT, 

ANSWERS THREE ECONOMIC QUESTIONS: who owns 

what? How does value arise, and who receives it? 

And who decides what will be built tomorrow? Or

ders that had got everything else right have failed 

on these three questions. SOLIS does not answer 

them with one of the old recipes. It answers with an

order that neither abolishes nor unleashes the market but limits 

it: basic provision as an entitlement, discretionary goods through a 

means of value that cannot turn into power, and capital that stays in 

many hands.

PROPERTY AND THE COMMONS

PROPERTY IS AMONG THE most powerful and at the same time most 

contested concepts in human history. It has built and destroyed 

societies, brought forth inventions and fuelled wars, made freedom 

possible and legitimized oppression. Capitalism often regards prop

erty as freedom itself: whoever owns has power, security, and the 

ability to shape things. Socialism often collectivized property, on the 

assumption that private ownership promotes inequality and destroys 

community, and it frequently ended in bureaucratic rigidity, a lack of 

drive, and corruption in the administration. SOLIS does not trade one 

for the other. It seeks a new balance that uses the strengths of both 

principles and avoids their weaknesses: personal possessions remain 

inviolable, and the natural foundations of life are treated as a common 

good.

Personal possessions are protected in SOLIS because they are part 

of self-determination. One’s own house, one’s own clothes, one’s own 

tools, savings for a project of one’s own, books, keepsakes, and above 

all everything one has created oneself belong to the individual. They 
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may own it, shape it, pass it on, and bequeath it. Possession in this 

sense fosters creativity, identity, and security. An artist keeps the full 

rights to her works, and a family keeps the right to live in the house it 

built and to pass it on to its children. You may be rich in ideas, in art, 

in projects, and in personal treasures. You may only not become rich 

by taking from others the air they breathe, the water they drink, and 

the soil they live on.

It is different with the great foundations of life: water, soil, air, sources 

of energy, and raw materials. They cannot belong to anyone privately, 

because no one created them, because they are the condition of 

everyone’s survival, and because their misuse strikes whole societies, 

ecosystems, and generations, not only individuals. In SOLIS, therefore, 

an enterprise cannot acquire a water source and deny the population 

access to it. No investor can buy up land to let it lie fallow for specu

lation while people cannot find housing. No one can treat the air as if 

it were a commodity.

These commons are managed collectively, and, following the order of 

power, by the assemblies and offices of the level concerned, advised 

by expertise and reviewed by the ethics councils. They are not state 

property, because this order knows no state that stands above the 

people. Their use is regulated so that no one is starved or exploited 

and so that future generations keep access too. This is served by 

open platforms that show how much water, energy, or land is used 

where. It is served by limits on extraction that set how much may 

be taken without harming the system, by sanctions against building 

monopolies and shadow markets, and by programmes that promote 

careful use. SOLIS thus resolves the false choice between unlimited 

private power, which destroys the collective, and total collective con

trol, which stifles the individual. It grants freedom where it fosters 

creativity, invention, and identity, and collective management where 

survival and sustainability are at stake. From this grows balance, and 

from this grows trust. Individuals know that they have their space and 
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their security, and at the same time that the foundations of life remain 

open to their children too.

BASIC PROVISION AND VALUE POINTS

FOR CENTURIES, MONEY WAS a central tool of humanity. It made trade 

possible and triggered crises, fuelled invention and plunged societies 

into poverty, promised freedom and created dependence. Under cap

italism, money often becomes the measure of all things: whoever has 

it can buy influence, obtain security, and have a say over the rules. 

Socialism often suppressed or strictly controlled money and thereby 

frequently produced bureaucratic rigidity, shortages, and shadow 

markets. SOLIS does not simply replace money with a new means 

of exchange. It creates a dual order with a clear separation between 

basic provision and discretionary goods.

BASIC PROVISION IS AN ENTITLEMENT, NOT A PAYMENT

IN SOLIS, EVERY PERSON has a guaranteed entitlement to the foun

dations of life: housing, energy, food, health care, education, and 

basic mobility. These are not market goods. They are not bought but 

provided. The assemblies of the levels plan the capacities needed for 

them, housing, waterworks, schools, clinics, and transport, and the 

enterprises that deliver them are funded from the community share, 

which will be discussed shortly. No one ever has to pay for basic 

provision. A young adult thus receives, without any service in return, 

the right to a basic flat, and a family receives staple foods as an enti

tlement, not for a fee. Basic provision is a base, not a luxury: simple, 

reliable, and the same for everyone. This secures the floor below 

which no person can fall, regardless of their employment record.

A base is of equal value everywhere, but it is not the same everywhere. 

No two basic flats are identical, and one looks onto the park while 
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the other looks onto the street. Where goods of basic provision differ, 

a rule decides and not a connection: first need, that is, the size of 

the household and the distance to work, school, and care, then the 

order of registration, and where several people have an equal claim, 

the lot. Waiting times are public. If they grow, that is an instruction 

to the offices to build and to the monitoring of fundamental rights to 

report it. Whoever wants more than the base, the bigger flat or the 

better location, exchanges value points for it, because that is where 

discretionary goods begin.

VALUE POINTS FOR DISCRETIONARY GOODS

FOR EVERYTHING THAT GOES beyond basic provision, the bigger flat, 

the journey, the musical instrument, the tools for one’s own project, 

there are value points. They are tied to the person and bear no inter

est. They arise solely from real contribution, from work, care, raising 

children, invention, and voluntary service, measured by hours, quali

fication, and the needs of the community. They cannot be hoarded 

or traded speculatively, and their relative value reflects social useful

ness, sustainability, and scarcity. An engineer receives value points 

for her work on an energy plant, a care worker for the daily care of 

people, an artist for her work, a father for the years in which he raises 

his children. What is decisive is what distinguishes such a means from 

money: it cannot turn into capital that multiplies itself and translates 

into power. The value point is a river, not a lake.

HOW PRICES ARISE WITHOUT A CENTRAL PLAN

HERE STANDS THE HARDEST question for any economic order that 

pushes back the market, and SOLIS does not avoid it. A price is a piece 

of information. In a market, it arises from countless decentralized 

decisions and shows what is scarce and what is needed. An order that 

abolishes the market faces the question of how, without this signal, 

it intends to determine what things are worth, and history has shown 

that no central authority can calculate what a market computes. 
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SOLIS does not claim this omniscience. It does not replace the market 

with a central plan. It limits the market.

For discretionary goods, the relative prices in value points are not 

decreed from above. They arise from decentralized signals, in three 

layers. The first layer is the signals themselves: suppliers and con

sumers report supply and demand, and relative prices move with 

actual scarcity and actual demand. Thus the information function of 

prices is preserved, which pure planning loses. The second layer is 

fixed limits. Ecological costs are compulsorily included in every price, 

so that a flight across continents costs more points than a train 

journey and a harmful product more than a gentle alternative. At the 

same time, no one can narrow a market or build a monopoly, and 

every product carries an open product sheet that states its materials, 

energy, burden, and origin. The third layer is feedback. The entire 

system is transparent and open to review. Where the signals lead to 

unjust or unsustainable results, a correction loop takes effect that 

combines data and deliberation: the ongoing monitoring of scarcity 

and ecological burden on the one hand, and review by the ethics 

councils on the other. What is corrected are the limits, not individual 

prices by decree.

This solution is an approximation, not a perfect calculation, and it 

presents itself as such. It accepts a certain imprecision in allocation, 

because that is the price of avoiding both dead ends: omniscient plan

ning, which is impossible, and the unleashed market, which becomes 

unjust. The design of the value point ensures that even where a price 

remains imprecise, it cannot become a lever for accumulation and 

power, because it cannot be hoarded, cannot be speculated with, and 

is tied to real contribution.

SAVING WITHOUT CONCENTRATION OF POWER

THAT VALUE POINTS CANNOT be hoarded is aimed at oligarchy, not at 

provision for the future. Between accumulation that translates into 
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power over others and moderate saving for a project of one’s own 

there is a difference that the order respects. Value points therefore 

remain available for personal purposes over reasonable periods of 

time, for the house, the journey, the workshop, the year of a fresh 

start. Their limit and their expiry take effect only beyond the thresh

old at which savings would become a lever over the lives of others. 

The same threshold applies at the end of life. Whatever value points 

a person leaves behind go to their relatives up to this threshold, and 

anything beyond it goes into the community share. Thus the means 

prevents the concentration of power without taking from individuals 

the ability to plan, and without dynasties forming over generations.

THE COMMUNITY SHARE

HOW DOES AN ORDER without money pay for its schools, clinics, and 

waterworks? From the same river that carries everything else. Every 

credit of value points passes a share into the community funds of 

the levels: a fixed basic share on every contribution and a rising share 

above a threshold. Whoever receives a lot contributes proportionally 

more. That is not a punishment. It is the recognition that every income 

rests on the community, on its infrastructure, its education, its health, 

and its peace. From this community share, the enterprises of basic 

provision are funded, the basic pension is paid, the funds are filled, 

and the offices are maintained. It takes the place of taxation, and it 

differs from taxation in two ways. It is simple, because it arises at the 

source and no one has to declare it, avoid it, or collect it. And it is 

visible, because the review body discloses where every share goes. 

Whoever contributes sees what becomes of it.

WHERE THE POINTS COME FROM AND HOW MANY THERE ARE

THIS LEAVES THE QUESTION that every order with its own means of 

value must answer: who creates the points, and who decides how 

many there are? In SOLIS, a credit to a personal account has two 

possible sources. Either an enterprise pays it out of what it has taken 
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in for its discretionary goods. Then the point merely changes hands, 

and nothing new comes into being. Or a community fund pays it: for 

work in basic provision, for care, raising children, and voluntary work, 

for the service of those chosen by lot, for the projects of the funds. 

Only here do new points arise, and they arise solely against a regis

tered contribution, never against nothing, never on credit, and never 

with interest. The community bank that creates them is itself ringed: 

partly chosen by lot, with changing membership, and scrutinized by 

the review body. No body can create points for itself.

The number of points in circulation must match what can be produced 

in discretionary goods. If there are too many, all prices rise at once, 

not only those of scarce things. If there are too few, goods remain 

unsold although people need them. Both can be read from a public 

figure, the general price level of discretionary goods, which the review 

body publishes continuously. The quantity is steered by three levers, 

all of them in the open: the basic value that one hour of contribution 

earns, the level of the community share, and the threshold above 

which points expire. The national assembly sets them, advised by the 

Council of the Wise and reviewed by the ethics councils, and it may 

change them only slowly and within a fixed range, so that no one 

becomes poorer overnight. What expires beyond the threshold, and 

what the ecological surcharge adds to harmful goods, dampens the 

system by itself, without anyone having to intervene. The quantity of 

points is thus no secret science. It is a public figure, and any change 

to it must be justified.

THE INTERFACE WITH THE OUTSIDE WORLD

SOLIS DOES NOT LIVE in isolation and therefore needs regulated tran

sitions to the world of conventional currencies. A border exchange 

allows value points to be exchanged for foreign currencies. So that the 

inner nature of the value point, no accumulation and no speculation, 

is not undermined from outside, however, this border is a controlled 
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membrane and not an open gate for arbitrage. Exchange by individ

uals is limited. It covers legitimate external needs such as travel or 

imports, but it does not allow points to be siphoned off into foreign 

assets. An outflow on a large scale, which would turn value points 

into foreign capital and import power back from it, is visible and 

capped. The same applies in the other direction. Whoever moves in 

from another order brings their rights with them, but not their power, 

because foreign wealth can be exchanged into value points only to 

the same extent as for anyone else and otherwise remains what it is: 

outside. A buffer fund keeps the exchange rate within a stable range 

and protects against external shocks and speculation, and the supply 

chains on which survival depends are secured at home or through 

several partners, so that no one can starve the order from outside. 

An enterprise that exports technology receives value points that can 

be exchanged at the border exchange within these rules. The very 

purpose of the border is to keep the inner order protected against the 

detour through foreign currency. The membrane lets value pass for 

real needs and seals the leak through which someone could escape 

the rule against accumulation.

TRANSPARENCY AND SECURITY

ALL TRANSFERS RUN THROUGH community banks, which serve secure 

processing, transparency, and control against abuse, and no profit. 

The data are held on tamper-proof infrastructure. To the outside, the 

accounts are pseudonymous, and they can be linked to a person only 

by court order. Society sees the aggregate figures, not the life of the 

individual. Large allocations are subject to the four-eyes principle, 

patterns of collusion and sham services are detected and published, 

and whoever uncovers abuse is protected. In this way the economic 

order dissolves the dependence on money while keeping the benefits 

of regulated markets. No one has to fear being unable to meet their 

basic needs. No one can build a monopoly over air, water, or food. No 

invention fails any longer for lack of capital. Entitlements for survival 
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and value points for shaping one’s life: therein lie the balance, the 

trust, and the stability of this order.

ENTERPRISES, CAPITAL, AND INNOVATION

ENTERPRISES WITHOUT THE POWER OF CAPITAL

COMPANIES STILL EXIST IN SOLIS, because they drive dynamism, skill, 

and specialization. This work calls them enterprises, because they 

undertake and run something rather than own something. An enter

prise is a community of people who produce or provide something 

together. It keeps an enterprise account in value points, through which 

it takes in what it receives for the discretionary goods it supplies and 

pays out what it needs in inputs. From the rest, it pays for the contri

butions of its members. Whatever remains beyond that it may keep 

as a reserve for replacement and risk, up to a limit measured by its 

needs. Whatever exceeds that limit too flows to the members and into 

the community share. An enterprise can therefore do well and grow 

from its skill, but it cannot become wealth that buys up other enter

prises, nor power that writes the rules. What it needs for investment 

and cannot cover from its reserve, it obtains from the funds. There is 

no capital market.

The people in the enterprise are participants, not commodities. They 

have a say over its management and the rules of their work, and the 

management is an office held for a term like any other. The success 

of an enterprise is measured not only by what is left over at the 

end but equally by its stability, its contribution to the community, its 

ecological balance, and its responsibility, and a public, transparent 

rating system makes these dimensions visible. An enterprise that 

pays its members fairly, uses gentle materials, and strengthens the 

local community is rated more highly than one that only cuts costs, 

and it more easily receives what it needs from the funds. The aim is an 
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economy that creates real value instead of shifting numbers around: 

for the people who work in it, for the communities it supplies, for the 

nature it uses, and for the future it helps to shape. It is not about 

maximizing growth as such. It is about letting the right things grow: 

health, education, creativity, sustainability, and justice.

THE MESHED ALLOCATION OF CAPITAL

HERE LIES HIDDEN A question of power that no economic order may 

pass over. The value point is pure circulation. It flows, but it does 

not accumulate. This banishes accumulation as a source of private 

overwhelming power, but it has not disappeared. It has moved. Large 

projects require large means, and the decision about which project 

receives them is the most consequential economic decision of all. 

It now lies with the funds, which are fed from the community share 

and from the returns of successful projects. So that no new top 

arises here, the allocation of capital is not placed in one hand but 

meshed: many funds side by side, regional, specialist, and citizen-

led, each built according to the order of power, partly chosen by lot, 

with changing membership, and accountable. What is decisive is the 

redundancy of routes. Whoever wants to realize an idea can turn to 

several independent funds, so that a no is never the no of the system. 

It is only the no of one door. A fixed share of the means is reserved 

for the dissenter who challenges the prevailing consensus. Thus the 

force that builds the future stays distributed and does not become 

a throne.

INNOVATION WITHOUT A CAPITAL BARRIER

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT MUST not fail for lack of capital. The 

funds provide infrastructure, materials, laboratory time, and teams. 

Personal effort is paid in value points, and ideas and inventions 

become freely accessible after a reasonable period, while the inventor 

receives recognition and a return in value points from the proven 

benefit. A scientist who develops a new recycling process draws 
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resources from the fund, his team is supported, and he himself is 

honoured for his contribution, without the invention being locked 

behind a patent that denies the public access. Projects pass through 

open milestones at which they prove themselves or end. What fails, 

fails early and instructively instead of late and expensively.

WORK AND CONTRIBUTION

IN MOST OF TODAY’S systems, work is closely bound up with fear: the 

fear of not earning enough, of not being needed, of falling behind, or of 

becoming ill and burnt out and thus worthless. We have built societies 

in which work is above all a means of survival. The result is people who 

stay in jobs they do not love, a creativity that suffocates under daily 

toil, and inventions that are left lying because they yield nothing in 

the short term. SOLIS understands work differently: not as a compul

sion to survive, but as an expression of creativity, contribution, and 

meaning.

Because the foundations of life are guaranteed in SOLIS, no one has 

to work in order to survive. That does not mean that no one works any 

more. It means the opposite. People get involved because they see 

meaning in it, want to contribute something and develop themselves, 

and because everything that goes beyond the base arises from 

contribution. A young mother teaches part-time because she enjoys 

passing on knowledge, not for fear of otherwise losing her security. 

An older engineer works on an energy plant because he wants to 

do something meaningful, not out of worry about the rent. Whoever 

contributes nothing does not lose basic provision, because it is tied 

to dignity and not to performance. But they live on the base and not 

above it, and a community that makes contribution visible needs no 

coercion in order to expect it.
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This leaves a question that every order without need must answer: 

who does the work that no one likes to do? First, the machine. 

Routine work as well as dangerous, heavy, and dull tasks are auto

mated, so that people can concentrate on what machines cannot do: 

creativity, empathy, judgment, complex problem-solving, and social 

and emotional work. And where a person must still do it, the value point 

speaks. Work in a bottleneck, at night, in the cold, with dirt or danger 

earns more points per hour, because the needs of the community are 

one of the factors by which contribution is measured. What today is 

dismissed with the lowest wage because the poorest have to do it is 

paid highly in SOLIS because everyone needs it. So that automation 

does not make people superfluous, the funds support further train

ing, retraining, and the fostering of talent, and innovation is open to 

everyone, not only to large enterprises. A pupil with an idea for a 

plastic-free packaging material gets access to an innovation centre 

without depending on wealthy parents or investors.

In an economy in which machines and artificial intelligence take over 

more and more of the necessary work, an old question arises anew: 

what do people work for, and by what is a successful life measured? 

SOLIS separates contribution from compulsion. What automation 

takes away in toil it gives back in time, for care, education, creation, 

and community. And the standard of success shifts. The successful 

person is not the richest, but the one who creates something lasting 

for the community. The dignity of work depends not on its yield but 

on its meaning.

DISTRIBUTIVE JUSTICE

ALMOST EVERY POLITICAL DEBATE speaks of justice, and yet everyone 

understands something different by it: some absolute equality, oth

ers absolute freedom, still others a fair balance. In SOLIS, distributive 
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justice does not mean that everyone receives exactly the same. It 

means three things: that everyone has enough for a dignified, secure, 

and fulfilled life, that whoever contributes especially much may enjoy 

more, as long as they do not live at the expense of others, and that 

extreme inequalities that divide society do not arise in the first place. 

This path follows from a double insight. Radical equality often stifles 

achievement and invention. Radical inequality poisons societies, de

stroys trust, and feeds violence.

The foundation is that no one has to fear for bare survival. Access to 

food, clean water, medical care, safe housing, education, and partic

ipation is secured, as a fundamental right and not as alms. A single 

mother does not have to worry whether she can feed and care for 

her children, and an old person does not fall into nothing. This is the 

condition of every further freedom, because whoever is fighting to 

survive cannot think freely, be creative, and develop.

Above this foundation, SOLIS recognizes that people differ in talent, 

drive, and capacity. Whoever contributes a lot, takes on responsibility, 

or drives inventions forward may also enjoy more: the bigger house, 

the longer journey, more means for their own project, more recogni

tion. The only thing that matters is that this does not rest on exploita

tion. One may be prosperous because one has created something, not 

because one has oppressed or cheated others. Rewarded, therefore, 

are the scientist with a medical invention, the enterprise that creates 

fair work and durable products, and the artist who enriches culture. 

Not rewarded are the speculator who makes money from money 

without creating value, the enterprise that shifts its damage onto 

the public, and the elite that defines itself solely through power and 

seclusion. In SOLIS this distinction is not a moral appeal but built into 

the means of value itself. Money cannot be made from money where 

there is no interest and no speculation.

So that the extremes do not arise in the first place, the order needs 

no redistribution after the fact, because its balancing mechanisms 
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work at the source. The community share makes whoever receives 

more contribute proportionally more. The threshold of accumulation 

prevents savings from turning into power. The rule on inheritance pre

vents inequality from being inherited across generations. The means 

collected do not seep away into opaque coffers. They are invested 

visibly and verifiably in education, health, invention, and community. 

Innovation bonuses give whoever supplies ideas of long-term benefit 

not only recognition but also the means to realize them. Thus the 

order combines the security that people need in order to live without 

fear with the dynamism that societies need in order to move forward. 

It is not about demonizing prosperity. It is about linking it with respon

sibility and preventing extreme poverty, because it paralyses the 

whole of society, not only those affected. Where people experience 

the system as fair, trust arises, and trust is the glue without which the 

economy, politics, and community break apart.

SECURITY IN OLD AGE

HOW A SOCIETY TREATS old age shows whether it values its people 

or drops them. In many existing systems, provision for old age is 

marked by fear: the fear of not having enough in old age, of ending 

in poverty despite a lifetime of work, or of becoming a burden on 

the community. Conventional pension systems come under pressure 

from demographic shifts, uncertain funding, and a life’s achievement 

that is not fairly recognized. SOLIS, by contrast, guarantees dignity 

in old age as a right and not as alms. No one falls below a fixed level 

of dignity, whoever has contributed receives more in a traceable way, 

and the system remains stable even through demographic change.

This security rests on three pillars. The first is the basic pension: the 

entitlements to housing, energy, health care, and food apply in old age 

as in every other stage of life and secure a dignified life for everyone 
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regardless of their employment record. The second is earned points. 

They are not a second money but the memory of a life’s achievement. 

Every year of work, care, raising children, and voluntary service is 

credited as earned points according to hours, qualification, and need, 

and from their sum an ongoing payment in value points is calculated 

in old age, funded from the community share of the younger genera

tions. The third is a productive fund, a collective, broadly diversified 

fund that invests in enterprises, infrastructure, and energy plants and 

whose returns from their real use, not from interest, flow to older 

people as value points. Because this security never rests on a single 

source, it holds even when one source weakens.

What is decisive is that a life’s achievement counts in every form. 

Caring for relatives and raising children are fully credited, as a valu

able contribution and not as a gap in one’s life story. A mother who 

invests years in raising children collects points just as someone in 

paid work does. A factor for qualification and bottlenecks honours es

pecially needed activities, while an annual cap protects against self-

exploitation. A sustainability factor gently evens out demographic 

fluctuations instead of surprising whole age groups, and the produc

tive fund is broadly diversified and designed to act counter-cyclically.

The order is also flexible and humane. A gradual entry into old age, for 

instance between 62 and 70, allows individual paths with a fairness 

factor. Whoever wants to contribute for longer is honoured for it, and 

whoever has to stop earlier does not fall into the void. In cases of 

reduced capacity to work, notional credits provide security, and sur

viving dependants are protected through the transfer of fund shares. 

The transition from the existing system is also designed fairly. Ac

quired pension rights are converted into earned points, a long phase in 

which both systems run side by side ensures a gentle changeover, and 

older age groups receive guaranteed minimums. Thus SOLIS takes the 

fear out of old age: no poverty in old age despite a lifetime of work, no 
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penalty for care and raising children, no collapse from demographic 

imbalances.

THE CIRCULAR ECONOMY AND ENERGY

THE CONVENTIONAL ECONOMY FOLLOWS a destructive rhythm: take, 

use, throw away. Raw materials are extracted, processed into prod

ucts, consumed, and in the end disposed of as waste. This linear 

system has left behind exhausted soils, polluted seas, toxic landfills, 

and destroyed ecosystems, and it has accelerated climate change. 

SOLIS breaks with this logic. The rules by which its economy runs in a 

circle belong here. The limits of the planet and the healing of the living 

world, which they serve, are set out in the following chapter.

In a circular economy, resources are not consumed. They circulate. 

Products are durable, repairable, modular, and recyclable, and planned 

obsolescence is prohibited. A device has standardized modules, so 

that when the battery weakens only the battery is replaced and not 

the whole device, and at the end of its life the individual parts return 

to the cycle. Residues serve as inputs to other processes, and enter

prises are connected so that the residues of some become the raw 

materials of others. These rules do not stand beside the price but 

within it. Because ecological costs are included in every price in value 

points and every product carries its product sheet, the gentle option 

is cheaper than the harmful one, and the cycle is the default setting 

of economic activity, not the exception. The energy that drives all of 

this comes from sources that do not consume the planet. Its order, 

decentralized and resilient, is described in the chapter on the planet. 

Thus SOLIS breaks with the idea that the economy is a zero-sum game 

in which nature loses what the economy gains.
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GLOBAL ECONOMIC COOPERATION

WE LIVE IN A world connected by the economy. No country and no 

region stands alone any more. Raw materials, goods, data, and ideas 

flow across borders, and that can be a blessing or a curse. So far the 

curse has prevailed: free trade that maximizes profits but destroys 

communities, supply chains that rest on exploitation and environmen

tal destruction, and geopolitical power games in which the economy 

is misused as a means of pressure. SOLIS also thinks of the economy 

globally. But it thinks of it as a cooperative network that benefits 

everyone and not only the strongest, and not as a raid.

Trade relations rest on fairness, sustainability, and respect. Agree

ments are not power games between giants but arrangements 

based on clear ethical principles: fair pay, ecological responsibility, 

respect for cultural particularities, and long-term partnership instead 

of short-term appropriation. An enterprise from a rich region may 

therefore not simply extract cheap raw materials from a poorer one 

without compensating the local communities and meeting ecological 

standards. The contracts must disclose how investment is made lo

cally, which standards apply, and how both sides gain. Weaker regions 

are strengthened instead of being kept in dependence. In place of aid 

that entrenches dependence come the transfer of technology and 

knowledge, fair financing of infrastructure that builds local resilience, 

and partnerships on an equal footing in which local voices share in the 

decisions. Thus a region develops its own sustainable energy systems 

with the support of global networks, but without gagging contracts 

that plunge it into eternal debt.

For this to succeed, SOLIS builds on concrete mechanisms. Open 

trading platforms make contracts and results visible and disclose 

conflicts of interest. Ethics councils for economic questions do not 

merely advise on major projects and agreements, they review them. 

Joint innovation funds, into which everyone pays according to their 
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economic strength, share their results with everyone. How the world 

of many orders holds together as a whole without a ruler arising 

above it is set out in the chapter on the world order. Here the principle 

suffices: a networked world economy in which cooperation is stronger 

than competition, in which rules apply to everyone and not only to the 

weak, and in which invention is understood as a shared treasure. The 

world is too closely interwoven and too vulnerable to carry on the old 

patterns.
[  E N D  O F  R E C O R D  0 5  ]
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L O G  / /  M A R A

The river Mara worked on had smelled of oil when she was a child. Over 

twenty years, her enterprise had led it back into its old bed, bend by 

bend, and when the first salmon returned, the town held a festival. At 

every project on the banks, a steward sat at the table who spoke for 

the river and for those who would inherit it in a hundred years. She did 

not always agree. Sometimes she was right.
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EEEEE
VERYTHING THIS WORK DESIGNS, THE RING, THE 

LAW, THE ECONOMY, EDUCATION, RESTS ON A PRE­

CONDITION THAT NO MAJORITY CAN DECIDE AND 

NO ASSEMBLY CAN REVOKE: a living planet. On a 

destroyed Earth, the question of the best order 

no longer arises. Responsibility for the planet is 

therefore not one of the five foundations among

others. It is the one without which the other four would no longer have 

a place. This chapter brings together what follows from it.

THE PLANETARY BOUNDARIES

THE STARTING POINT IS an insight that comes before politics because 

it comes from physics: the planet has limits. Science has named them 

planetary boundaries, the stability of the climate, the diversity of 

living things, the purity of water, air, and soil, and beyond these bound

aries the system that sustains all life tips over. We have exhausted 

soils, overfished seas, cleared forests, and pumped greenhouse gases 

into the atmosphere as if there were no tomorrow. Species are dying 

at a pace that approaches the great extinction waves of the Earth’s 

history. We know it, we have known it for decades, and we act as if 

we had endless time. It follows that SOLIS treats the limits as what 

they are: as a wall within which all economic activity and all freedom 

have their space. Ecological costs are compulsorily included in every 

price, so that the harmful is more expensive than the gentle. Limits on 

extraction are not left to the market but set by the assemblies and 

monitored by the review body. Once something has been recognized 

as a limit of survival, no economic boom can lift it again.
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REGENERATION INSTEAD OF MERE PRESERVATION

WHERE TOO MUCH HAS already been destroyed, protection is no 

longer enough. SOLIS therefore goes beyond preservation to restora

tion: not only to do less harm, but to heal actively. Forests are not 

only preserved but brought back. Soils are not only spared but built 

up. Rivers are not only less polluted but led back into their old beds 

and back to life. Methods that draw carbon out of the atmosphere and 

return it to soils and forests are part of this healing, but not a substi

tute for it. They stand beside avoidance, not in its place. The standard 

of success thus shifts from the least harm to the greatest recovery. A 

generation that gives back to the planet more than it takes reverses 

the direction in which humanity has long treated the living world.

THE CLOSED CYCLE

NATURE KNOWS NO WASTE. What one being excretes is the food of 

another. SOLIS makes this principle the basic form of economic activ

ity, and the economic order has shown how it is built into prices and 

into the rules for products. In place of the straight line from extraction 

through use to rubbish comes the closed cycle. Materials are used, 

reused, and recycled at high quality for as long as possible, repair 

comes before replacement and reuse before consumption, and whole 

industries are connected so that the residues of some become the 

raw materials of others. A disused device casing is not burned but 

dismantled, cleaned, and turned into new products. This goes beyond 

recycling. It is a design built for circulation from the start, and it also 

changes the people who live in it: whoever repairs instead of throwing 

away builds up a relationship with things again.

Yet this circle does not merely go round in circles. It keeps materials 

flowing and at the same time carries knowledge and prosperity up



SOLIS // PLANET, ECOLOGY, AND REGENERATION

6 4

wards. A cycle in matter, progress in mind: that is the spiral in which a 

civilization can endure without consuming itself.

THE RIGHTS OF THE LIVING WORLD

SOLIS WIDENS THE CIRCLE of consideration beyond human beings. An 

ecosystem, a river, a forest are not merely property and raw material. 

They carry a weight of their own that counts in decisions. Animals 

are sentient beings whom the order spares suffering where it can, 

and husbandry that turns them into mere material has no place in it. 

Where far-reaching projects touch the living world, it receives a voice 

through appointed stewards, who represent its concerns before the 

assemblies, the ethics councils, and the courts, just as a guardian 

represents the concerns of someone who cannot speak for them

selves. And because the planet also belongs to future generations, 

every extraction is subject to the condition that those who come 

after still find it habitable. It follows that the ethics councils explicitly 

examine projects against this double claim: towards the living world 

and towards the people to come. An ethics that means only human 

beings is too small.

AGRICULTURE AND FOOD

NOTHING CONNECTS PEOPLE MORE closely with the planet than what 

they eat. Agriculture in SOLIS therefore works with nature instead 

of against it. Soils are built up instead of exhausted, through crop 

rotation, humus formation, and agroforestry, forests are managed 

so that their diversity remains, and fish stocks are used only to the 

extent that they stay stable in the long run. Factory farming, which 

causes suffering, devours land, and burdens the climate, is phased 

out. Whatever animals are kept are kept as befits beings that feel. 
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Food is at the same time part of basic provision. Staple foods are an 

entitlement, and because ecological costs are included in every price, 

what is regional, seasonal, and gentle is the obvious choice among 

discretionary goods too, not the expensive luxury. Thus food begins 

with respect: for nature, for animals, and for one’s own body.

ENERGY AND THE LONG FUTURE

THE MATERIAL BASIS OF a lasting civilization is energy that does not 

consume the planet. SOLIS therefore builds on renewable, decentral

ized, and resilient energy systems: sun, wind, water, and geothermal 

heat, connected by storage and intelligent grids that balance out 

fluctuations. Through the funds, it invests in what could lead beyond 

them, from fusion to storage that does not yet exist today, without 

building the present on promises. Fossil fuels are replaced entirely. 

And energy is not only produced differently but also used less. A 

product that lasts a lifetime, a town in which distances are short, a 

grid that wastes nothing save more than any plant supplies.

That supply is distributed has more than ecological reasons. A distrib

uted supply absorbs failures that would knock down a central one. 

If one part fails, the others carry the load, and no single node holds 

the supply of society in its hand. Thus ecological necessity meets the 

logic of the whole work: no monopoly over a central resource, but a 

network that is strong in being distributed. On this basis, a planet that 

is recovering and an energy that does not devour it, the distant future 

of which this work speaks becomes possible in the first place. In doing 

so we are not saving “the Earth”. The Earth would manage without us. 

We are saving ourselves.
[  E N D  O F  R E C O R D  0 6  ]
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L O G  / /  M A R A

At thirty-nine, Mara had started learning again: soil science, because 

the river could not be understood without the soil. No one asked why 

she was doing it at thirty-nine. The course cost nothing, the enterprise 

gave her the time, and at the end her profile did not show a grade but 

what she could now do. That same year her daughter Ida, sixteen, sat 

in a class that was just learning to question every authority. Including 

the order she lived in. Including this book.
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IIIII
MAGINE A WORLD IN WHICH NO CHILD EVER AGAIN 

HAS TO SAY: I am not allowed to learn. I am too poor. 

I am too stupid. I am too old. I am too different. 

In this world, education is not a luxury, not a busi

ness, and not an instrument of power. It is a basic 

human right, as indispensable as water, food, and 

safety. That is the world this chapter describes,

and at the same time the point at which it is decided whether an order 

forms subjects or people who can examine it.

EDUCATION AS A RIGHT AND A FOUNDATION

IN SOLIS, EDUCATION IS a fundamental right, and this commitment fol

lows from the insight that education is far more than the transmission 

of knowledge. It is access to information, the capacity for reflection, 

the possibility of development, and the key to self-determination, 

participation, and dignity. Without it, people remain dependent and 

vulnerable, poverty reproduces itself from generation to generation, 

and inequality is inherited. Whoever secures education thereby se

cures all other rights along with it. Whoever denies it takes from 

people the foundation of their freedom.

Access is free and without barriers. Every person has a right to 

education, and from birth, because education does not begin only at 

school but in the family and the community, and it does not end with a 

qualification but accompanies the whole of life. An expectant mother 

receives access to advice and learning materials. A young person 

with a disability receives learning systems that foster their strengths 

and offset their barriers. An older person can continue learning new 

languages, techniques, and subjects at no cost.

Because not everyone learns in the same way, the education system 

is adaptable. It takes account of different paths of learning, respects 
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cultural diversity, and understands disabilities not as deficits but as 

variations of human experience. Digital platforms, shared learning 

spaces, and professional support ensure that content is prepared 

flexibly and tailored to particular needs. Artificial barriers fall away. 

There are no costs that reserve education for the wealthy, no admis

sion barriers that make opportunities depend on origin and connec

tions, and no discrimination that systematically excludes minorities. 

A highly gifted young woman from a poor household does not have to 

go into debt in order to study. A worker who wants to change direction 

at fifty is not blocked by bureaucracy. A refugee receives immediate 

access to language and learning instead of years in waiting loops.

All this is carried by a collectively supported educational infrastruc

ture of schools, libraries, learning centres, and digital platforms, 

because education counts as a shared gain and not as a commodity. 

It belongs to the basic provision to which everyone is entitled. Its 

content is scientifically sound, ethically reflected, and presented in 

varied ways. From the outset, this draws a line to which this chapter 

will return: no indoctrination, no propaganda, and no dictation of 

“correct” opinions.

LIFELONG LEARNING

IN MOST SOCIETIES TODAY, learning is organized like a closed stage 

of life: first school, then training, then working life, and with that a 

person is considered finished. In a world that changes quickly, this 

idea is disastrous, because standing still means falling behind, and 

yesterday’s knowledge is not enough to solve tomorrow’s problems. 

SOLIS assumes that learning never stops. Not because people should 

optimize themselves without pause, but because learning is part of 

being human, an expression of curiosity, growth, and connection.
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Every person therefore has lifelong access to a broad range of learn

ing opportunities, to formal institutions as well as to informal formats 

and self-directed paths. A craftsman who wants to train in sustain

able architecture at forty finds open courses and mentors. Someone 

returning after years away receives programmes that bring them up 

to date. A young woman with a rare interest works with researchers 

early on. Learning is neither a stigma nor a status symbol but a natural 

part of life. No one is smiled at for still learning in old age, and no one 

is excluded because their learning is informal.

For this to be possible, the world of work must promote learning 

instead of punishing it. In many jobs today, further training is a private 

burden without time and without means. In SOLIS, enterprises are 

obliged to make continuous education possible, working hours are 

arranged so that there is room for phases of learning, and new roles 

and paths arise through lifelong development instead of through a 

single qualification. An experienced care worker who wants to move 

into robotics is supported in this and not held back. Phases of learning 

are secured, because basic provision does not depend on paid work, 

so that no one has to go into debt for education. In place of the 

one qualification that decides about a person for a lifetime comes a 

growing profile of what they can do. Projects, experience, contribu

tions to the community, and formal examinations count equally, and 

no door closes forever because an exam went wrong at seventeen. 

Thus a society arises that stays curious at every age and grows wiser 

and more adaptable together.

ACCESS TO KNOWLEDGE AND TRANSPARENCY

IN THE AGE OF information, knowledge is more than power. It is the 

basis of survival, invention, and freedom. And yet in most of today’s 

systems it is not free but hidden behind paywalls, frozen in patents, 
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hoarded in data monopolies, and instrumentalized by governments 

and corporations alike. SOLIS treats knowledge as a common good, 

not out of romanticism but out of necessity, because a society that 

shares knowledge is more resilient, more inventive, and more just.

To this end, SOLIS maintains open, multilingual, and barrier-free 

knowledge systems that make scientific findings, technical devel

opments, historical sources, and cultural works accessible, supple

mented by local knowledge centres, so that people without digital 

infrastructure have access too. A village community can thus draw on 

the same medical knowledge as a research laboratory, and a young 

person has access to the teaching materials of the best universities. 

What was supported collectively belongs to the community. Studies, 

data, and methods from publicly funded research are freely acces

sible, which multiplies inventiveness, avoids needless duplication of 

work, and creates trust.

The invention of individuals remains protected, but not at the expense 

of the public. As the economic order lays down, whoever invents 

receives recognition and a return from the benefit of their invention, 

while the invention itself becomes open to everyone after a reason

able period. In areas such as medicine, environmental technology, 

and basic provision, the public takes priority from the outset. An 

enterprise that develops an active ingredient is honoured for it, but 

in a health crisis the ingredient is open to everyone who needs it. 

Thus knowledge does not become a commodity but remains a life 

force open to all, an application of the transparency that SOLIS also 

demands of its own institutions.

CREATIVITY AND CRITICAL THINKING

IN MANY OF TODAY’S education systems, the hidden message is to take 

in what is given and reproduce it correctly. Conformity is rewarded, 
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not deviation. In a world that is becoming ever more complex, that 

is not enough. A society needs people who see new paths, question 

old patterns, and look at problems from unfamiliar angles. SOLIS 

therefore understands education not as a store of knowledge but as 

a space for thinking and exploring, in which it is not only about the 

what but equally about the how and the why.

Even children therefore learn not only facts but methods: to analyse 

a situation, to recognize patterns and contradictions, to ask precise 

questions, and to distinguish between superficial and deeper causes. 

A historical event is not tested by rote but worked through: why 

it happened, what perspectives there were, what could have turned 

out differently, and what parallels exist with the present. Creativity is 

not considered a decorative extra but a core competence in art and 

science as well as in the economy and everyday life: the ability to 

connect the unexpected, to bear uncertainty, and to dare something 

new without fearing mistakes. An education system that works in this 

way does not fill vessels but lights a fire. It allows teachers to be 

challenged, lets projects fail and still be valuable, and measures not 

the ticking off of knowledge but the finding of one’s own solutions.

THE MATURITY TO QUESTION SOLIS TOO

HERE LIES A COMMITMENT that is decisive for the whole work. Critical 

thinking that stops short of the existing order is not critical thinking 

but its opposite. Education in SOLIS therefore explicitly teaches 

people to question every authority, including SOLIS itself, its institu

tions, and its office holders. It gives people not only the values of the 

order but the tools with which to recognize whether the order lives 

up to these values, and with which it can be changed or abolished 

if it does not. Precisely here lies the strongest protection against 

any order hardening into dogma and against the manipulation of the 

public sphere of which the chapter on the order of power speaks. A 

population that has learned to check sources, compare perspectives, 
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and question power cannot be ruled. SOLIS asks of its citizens not 

obedience but judgment, and thereby accepts being measured by it 

and, if necessary, rejected by it.

ETHICAL EDUCATION

AT A TIME WHEN technology, power, and knowledge create ever 

greater levers, it is not enough to treat ethics as a minor subject. A 

single person today can paralyse systems, alter genetic codes, or 

influence the lives of millions through supply chains and data flows. 

If these levers are operated by people who think only of themselves, 

the result is injustice and destruction. SOLIS therefore makes ethical 

education not a special programme but the foundation that runs 

through all areas.

Ethical reflection is built into every discipline. In the natural sciences 

it is about responsibility for the environment and for consequences, 

in economics about fairness and sustainability, in medicine about 

patients’ rights and fair access, in technology about the question 

of misuse. Every subject includes reflection on responsibility, and 

every project thinks through its ethical consequences and not only 

its usefulness. Whoever builds an application in class asks at the 

same time whom it benefits, whom it endangers, and what happens 

if it is misused. This education begins early. Even children learn to 

consider the consequences of their actions, to put themselves in 

others’ shoes, and to take responsibility, by drafting rules together, 

resolving conflicts, and talking about real dilemmas. And it makes 

ethical discussion normal, in schools, the media, and neighbourhoods, 

because a healthy society does not shy away from questions such as 

those about the good life, responsibility for future generations, and 

the limits of freedom, but needs them.
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EDUCATION, NOT CONDITIONING

THIS RAISES AN OBJECTION that SOLIS takes seriously and does 

not play down. A society that shapes its young towards the values 

by which it lives is always in danger of letting education turn into 

conditioning, and formation towards maturity into training for docility. 

It is precisely this step that SOLIS refuses, because it would be the 

authoritarian move that the whole order fights against. The line runs 

at a single point. A society may educate its young towards the values 

that sustain it, but only in a form that preserves the ability to examine 

and reject these values. Ethical education in SOLIS therefore does 

not implant fixed “correct” convictions. It develops independent moral 

judgment, the ability to measure SOLIS too by its own standards. 

Formation that leaves people free is education. Formation that binds 

them is indoctrination. Only the first is compatible with the founda

tions of this order.

GLOBAL KNOWLEDGE NETWORKS

THE GREAT QUESTIONS OF this century, climate, energy, health, peace, 

and technology, know no borders and require global answers. Such 

answers arise only when knowledge is freely connected across coun

tries, cultures, and disciplines. In SOLIS, schools, universities, and 

research centres are therefore not isolated islands but part of a global 

network that shares data and methods, carries joint projects, and 

forms communities of learners and teachers across borders. A school 

on one continent works with a school on another on a reforestation 

project, combining local knowledge of plants, climate data, and tech

nology into a model that works in both regions.

In SOLIS, “global” does not mean “Western” but diverse and mutually 

enriching. The knowledge that counts is not only that of the great uni

versities but also that of Indigenous communities about ecosystems, 

of craft cultures about durable products, and of artistic movements 
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about expression and change. A project on clean drinking water can 

thus combine advanced technology, traditional methods, and clever 

design into a solution that is adapted locally, usable everywhere, and 

culturally respectful. In this way people learn not only about other 

cultures but with them and from them, and the intercultural judgment 

arises that creates trust where others build walls. Knowledge thus be

comes a global network of points of light that illuminate one another.
[  E N D  O F  R E C O R D  0 7  ]
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L O G  / /  M A R A

When Mara’s father received the diagnosis, there was no bill, no waiting 

list, and no question of whether it was still worth it. There was a doctor 

who read the machine’s suggestion, explained it, and disagreed with it. 

There was a room in the house that Jonas set up with a care team, and 

credit for the hours the family spent at the bedside. And there was, 

in the end, a farewell without pain, at home, with the river outside the 

window.
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IIIII
MAGINE A WORLD IN WHICH NO ONE IS AFRAID OF 

FALLING ILL, BECAUSE THEY KNOW: I will be cared 

for, I will be taken seriously, and I am not alone. In 

most of today’s systems, by contrast, health is a 

risk and a cost factor, a playing field between in

surers, industry, and politics. Whoever has money 

receives treatment. Whoever has little receives

rationing and waiting lists. Whoever is unlucky receives nothing in the 

end. SOLIS breaks with this logic. Health is not a market product but 

a right, a non-negotiable, non-commercial human right, and, as the 

economic order lays down, it belongs to the entitlements to which 

everyone is entitled without anything in return.

HEALTH CARE FOR ALL

ACCESS IS EQUAL AND of high quality for all, and it is meant to be 

humane and holistic. Holistic care does not only treat symptoms but 

understands their causes. It sees not only the body but also the soul, 

the mind, and the environment. A worker with chronic back pain there

fore receives not only a painkiller but access to physiotherapy, work-

related prevention, and psychological support, because health is 

more than merely functioning. From the start, this care includes pre

vention, mental health, and social support, because health depends 

not only on genes and lifestyle but also on security, community, and 

meaning. The health system therefore works together with social 

work, education, and neighbourhood networks. A young mother with 

postnatal depression receives, alongside medical help, a network of 

parents, counselling, and support, and she is seen as a whole person, 

not as a case.

All this is funded from the community share, which secures fairness 

and stability. Basic medical care is carried in solidarity, administered 
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transparently, and knows no two-tier medicine and no fear for one’s 

existence because of a bill. Doctors, nurses, and therapists work in 

teams. Care reaches town and country equally, through local centres, 

mobile practices, and telemedicine, and people have a say when 

decisions are made about resources, priorities, and new procedures. 

Enterprises that offer optional services may exist, but they may 

never undermine the basic system or create privileged parallel worlds, 

because the market ends where life begins. Thus health becomes a 

common good and an expression of the ethical condition a society 

is in.

PREVENTION INSTEAD OF REPAIR

IN MOST OF TODAY’S health systems, the same pattern repeats itself. 

People live in unhealthy conditions and fall ill, and only then does 

the system react, late, expensively, and after the fact. It is like a fire 

brigade that arrives only when the house is already burning, instead 

of making sure that houses are built safely. SOLIS understands health 

not as a repair shop but as an active, forward-looking process that 

starts where illness arises. Prevention means more than the appeal 

to behave more healthily. It means shaping the entire environment so 

that health becomes the normal case, and recognizing problems early, 

before small ones become big. A young person who begins to isolate 

himself finds connection early, before depressive patterns take hold. 

An employee under heavy strain is offered other arrangements in 

good time, before she burns out.

Health is thus a cross-cutting task that is not offloaded onto the indi

vidual but carried by society. Urban planning creates green spaces, 

clean air, and safe routes. The world of work ensures healthy hours 

and a say for employees. Food systems make the healthy choice 

the affordable standard, education teaches from an early age what 
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strengthens body and mind, and leisure activities are easy to reach 

and open to all. Thus prevention becomes a natural part of everyday 

life, from uncomplicated check-ups through easily accessible advice 

to offers of exercise and nutrition that suit people instead of patron

izing them. Such a town offers exercise as joy and not as stress, 

healthy food in schools and enterprises, and time for rest, and enter

prises gain healthy, motivated people instead of worn-out workers. 

Prevention saves not only resources, it saves suffering, and it makes 

a system more agile and more durable, because it recognizes devel

opments early instead of chasing after catastrophes.

MENTAL HEALTH

IN MANY SOCIETIES, MENTAL health is considered a private matter, 

a flaw about which one had better stay silent, with the result of 

stigmatization, shame, isolation, and overcrowded waiting lists. SOLIS 

reverses this picture. Mental health is as central as physical health, it 

is a social and not only an individual matter, and it is not attended to 

only when someone breaks down but considered and cared for from 

the start.

Every person has a right to psychological support, without bureau

cratic hurdles, without ruinous costs, without months of waiting, and 

without the fear of stigma. This includes counselling and care services 

everywhere, crisis help that can be reached reliably, and tiered 

systems of help that range from preventive counselling to intensive 

therapy. A young woman with the first symptoms of anxiety finds ac

cess immediately and not only after months. Mental health, moreover, 

is not a matter for clinics alone but a cross-cutting concern that is 

considered everywhere. In schools this happens through programmes 

for resilience, mindfulness, and an open climate of conversation, and 

through people pupils can confide in. In the world of work it happens 
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through compulsory prevention of overwork, flexible hours, and man

agers trained in their responsibility for the mental health of their 

people. In communities it happens through neighbourhood centres 

and easily accessible points of contact.

This requires a social climate of openness in which one may say that 

one is not doing well and, instead of being rebuffed with the demand 

to pull oneself together, finds a hearing. For many of today’s burdens, 

exhaustion, depression, loneliness, and anxiety, are not individual 

weaknesses but consequences of the system: of overload, isolation, 

and loss of meaning. An order that recognizes this and creates 

structures for prevention and healing gives people permission to be 

human and at the same time spares itself the high follow-on costs of 

suppressed suffering.

SOCIAL HEALTH AND COMMUNITY

WHEN PEOPLE TALK ABOUT health, they think of the body and per

haps of the soul. There is, however, a third, often invisible dimension: 

social health, that is, the question of how connected a person is with 

others. The research here is clear. Loneliness harms health to a degree 

comparable to smoking, and people who are socially connected live 

longer and more healthily. Community is not a pleasant extra but a 

basic biological, psychological, and cultural need, and SOLIS makes it 

a task of the system.

In SOLIS, community does not arise by chance but is consciously 

shaped and protected. Architecture, urban planning, and public 

spaces are laid out so that encounter and mutual support come easily. 

Clubs, networks, and easily accessible opportunities for exchange 

receive space and support, and places such as parks, libraries, and 

community centres remain open and are not taken over by commerce. 

Loneliness is not considered private misfortune but a social problem 
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that is tackled deliberately: by paying attention to where isolation 

arises, for instance among old people, single parents, or newcomers, 

and by programmes that create connection. An older woman whose 

children live far away thus remains part of a network across the 

generations, in which she contributes her experience and at the same 

time finds support.

Linked to this is a different understanding of strength. Where many 

societies today teach that everyone should look out for themselves 

and show no weakness, SOLIS holds that real strength grows from 

connection, compassion, and cooperation. Children therefore learn 

not only specialist knowledge but how to deal with feelings, how to 

work in a team, and how to take on responsibility. Care is not devalued 

as a lesser activity but highly esteemed and paid as a contribution. 

A society that fosters community is more stable, more peaceful, and 

more creative, because people catch one another when they fall. And 

like every good order, it measures itself by how it treats the weakest, 

not by how brightly the strongest shine.

DIGITAL HEALTH SYSTEMS

THE DIGITIZATION OF MEDICINE brings hope and fear at the same time: 

the hope of better diagnoses and easier access, the fear of misuse of 

data and cold automation. SOLIS takes a clear path here that follows 

the principles of the whole order. Technology is a tool in the service 

of people, not a ruler over them. It extends what people can do but 

never replaces what only people can do: compassion, presence, and 

relationship.

Every person has a digital health record that brings together all 

essential information, is securely encrypted and stored in a decen

tralized way, and is made accessible only with their consent. In an 

emergency, rescue workers have limited access to the relevant data 
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without laying bare the whole profile. Control over the data thus lies, 

as the order generally requires, with the person themselves and not 

with a private exploiter. Artificial intelligence supports the system 

at many levels, in evaluating findings, in the early detection of rare 

diseases, and in personal recommendations, but it is never the decid

ing authority. The rules that the chapter on technology lays down 

for every artificial intelligence apply. Human oversight is compulsory, 

decisions are not blindly automated, and patients have the right to 

understand a recommendation, to question it, and to reject it. A 

doctor examines the suggestion, discusses it, and explains the alter

natives instead of simply following it. Telemedicine, mobile services, 

and wearable devices overcome distances, so that people in remote 

regions also gain access to modern care and a chronically ill person 

receives help in time through a connected device. In all this, however, 

a limit applies. Technology can explain, monitor, and improve, but it 

cannot hold a hand, cannot comfort, and cannot understand what it 

means to be human. Digital systems create time, reach, and precision, 

but the heart of healing and care remains the human relationship.

GLOBAL HEALTH NETWORKS

THERE IS A CONTRADICTION in today’s world: diseases know no bor

ders, but health systems very much do. When a virus breaks out, an 

environmental toxin is released, or a biotechnological danger looms, 

nations often react with isolation, blame, and the logic of national ad

vantage, and this costs time, lives, and trust. SOLIS holds that health 

is always global, because what happens anywhere affects everyone, 

and it builds structures that work across nations and beyond the 

profit motive.

These include internationally connected early warning systems that 

detect medical, ecological, and technical signals early and share them 
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openly, supported by local laboratories and sensors, by analyses that 

are always accompanied by human review, and by crisis teams that 

act quickly and in a coordinated way. If a new kind of fever appears 

in a remote region, it is neither covered up nor waited out. A coordi

nated response of analysis, support, and action takes effect. Medical 

breakthroughs are not a geopolitical toy. Research results are shared 

instead of hidden, medicines and vaccines are distributed according 

to need instead of market power, and the recognition of inventors 

never comes at the expense of justice. A vaccine against a dangerous 

virus is therefore made available deliberately where it is needed most 

urgently.

That wealthy regions support the building of robust health systems 

in poorer ones is, in this order, not charity but rational necessity. A 

virus that rages uncontrolled somewhere spreads everywhere, and a 

weak system endangers not only the people on the spot but the whole 

of humanity. Investment in infrastructure, training, and decentralized 

production therefore serves the security of supply for everyone. Thus 

every person has a better chance of staying healthy, regardless of 

where they were born, and the competition between states becomes 

a shared project: a community of fate that shares its knowledge and 

its means because that is only natural.

OLD AGE AND FAREWELL

AN ORDER THAT TAKES people seriously accompanies them across 

the whole arc of their lives, up to the end. In SOLIS, old age is not 

a time of being shunted aside but a full stage of life. Older people 

remain part of the community, their experience is needed, in the 

assemblies, in the schools, and as mentors of the young, and their 

care is a respected task that society carries together, not a burden to 

be hidden. Where a person depends on care, they receive it without 
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losing their dignity, and whoever gives it receives recognition and 

credit for it. And because life includes its end, SOLIS gives dying a 

humane framework. No one should have to die alone, in avoidable pain, 

or degraded. Accompaniment at the end of life, the relief of suffering, 

and respect for the will of the dying belong to a health order that not 

only keeps people alive but lets them go with dignity.
[  E N D  O F  R E C O R D  0 8  ]
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L O G  / /  M A R A

On the evening of the festival of lights, the town dimmed its streets, 

and Mara stood on the bridge with her son Levi and counted stars. In 

the afternoon, a theatre group had performed the regional assembly 

in the market square, with a cook who asked about everything and a 

hydraulic engineer who talked too long. Mara had laughed until she 

cried. Later she went to the house of silence, as on every anniversary 

of her father’s death, and sat for an hour with nothing.
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IIIII
N A WORLD THAT IS BECOMING EVER FASTER AND 

MORE TECHNICAL, SOMETHING THAT LIES AT THE 

CORE OF BEING HUMAN IS IN DANGER OF BEING 

LOST: culture. It is not merely entertainment or 

decoration. It is the memory and the inner com

pass of a society, what carries people, tells them 

who they are and where they come from, and

builds bridges between past, present, and future. And it is the place 

where a society asks the question that no economy and no technol

ogy can answer: what all of this is for. SOLIS therefore recognizes 

culture and meaning as a fundamental dimension, not as a side issue.

CULTURE AS A LIVING HERITAGE

EVERY CULTURAL HERITAGE IS considered valuable, whether great 

or small, global or local. There are no important and unimportant 

cultures, and no great and small stories. An Indigenous story weighs 

as much as a classical work, a regional dialect as much as a world 

language. Cultures may change, grow, and mix, and at the same time 

they may protect what is sacred to them. A community may decide 

for itself which of its traditions it shares and which it keeps, instead 

of leaving them open to access from outside.

So that culture is not left to the market or to chance, there are 

programmes for preserving, documenting, and caring for it: archives 

that safeguard languages, stories, and works, support for those who 

create and pass on culture, and spaces in which cultural knowledge 

stays alive. A programme that brings younger and older people 

together so that the older ones can share their stories, songs, and 

recipes preserves culture not as nostalgia but as a living way of being 

together. For people need roots in order to find their bearings, and 

societies need culture in order to create cohesion and resist uproot

ing. Diversity is not a problem here but a wealth.
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ART, MUSIC, AND LITERATURE

IN MANY SOCIETIES TODAY, art has become a luxury good, a market 

object, or a prestige project. Yet it is far more: the language of the 

soul, the tool with which a society looks at itself, and the laboratory 

of new ideas and feelings. It is the link between the individual and the 

community, between reality and vision. SOLIS therefore makes art, 

music, and literature a load-bearing pillar.

Artistic creation is promoted, not merely tolerated. The funds support 

artists in every field, regardless of market value and mass taste, and 

the experimental and critical in particular receive space. A theatre 

group working on a play about social inequality is supported because 

it matters to society, not because it sells. Art is not a spectator sport. 

Children and adults alike are encouraged to create for themselves, 

to paint, make music, write, and act, without pressure to perform and 

without elitist barriers, and older people contribute their stories, from 

which the young learn.

Art is judged not by its market value but by its expressive power, its 

sincerity, and its social impulse. Street art, digital art, and traditional 

forms are taken equally seriously, and whoever takes up social or 

ecological questions finds particular support. A young person seeking 

their expression in graffiti therefore receives not just a criminal com

plaint but walls, workshops, and guidance to make something of their 

energy. For art gives the individual a voice and works for society like 

an immune system. It senses where something is sick, makes visible 

what lies beneath the surface, and builds bridges where words fail.

SPIRITUALITY AND PHILOSOPHY

IN MANY MODERN SOCIETIES, the search for meaning is considered a 

private matter, religion something that does not belong in the public 
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space, and philosophy the concern of a few specialists. But human 

beings need more than food, housing, and technology. They need 

meaning, depth, and a relation to the whole, and they need spaces 

in which to ask the great questions: who they are, what life means, 

and what we owe one another. SOLIS recognizes this dimension as 

fundamental and makes it part of the social order. Every form of 

spirituality is respected as long as it does not harm others. Religion, 

unbelief, and every form of the search for meaning stand side by 

side with equal rights. No one is forced to believe anything, and no 

one may impose their faith on others. A believing woman can practise 

her rituals as freely as a monk meditates or a thinker argues in 

philosophical conversation, and the protection of this freedom ends 

only where discrimination or coercion begins. For this there are public 

spaces of silence and reflection open to all: a house of silence where 

people go to pray, meditate, reflect, or be alone, whichever tradition 

they follow. And there are shared festivals and days of remembrance 

that are bound to no religion and celebrate humanity.

Philosophy, finally, is not a project for elites but a tool for everyone. 

Children learn early to think about the good life, about justice, and 

about happiness. Adults find spaces for asking questions together, 

where it is not about the one right answer but about thinking itself: 

evenings on which people from all walks of life talk about love, death, 

responsibility, courage, and failure. A society that allows such ques

tions is more resilient and more compassionate, because it meets 

the uncertainty of existence not with distraction but with depth. This 

connects directly with the maturity that the chapter on education 

establishes. Meaning cannot be decreed, only found, and an order that 

takes this seriously invites reflection instead of steering it.
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RITUALS AND SHARED EXPERIENCES

IN THE MODERN WORLD, much has become functional, work, consump

tion, even leisure, and there is often no room for what is experienced 

together, for moments that step out of the stream of everyday life. 

SOLIS sees in this a basic human need. Rituals are not merely folklore 

or religious tradition. They are bridges: between people and genera

tions, between humans and nature, between the individual and the 

community.

In SOLIS, rituals are not prescribed but allowed to develop. They arise 

from people’s needs and experiences and may change and reinvent 

themselves. There is room for traditional forms as well as for new ones, 

for instance ecological or artistic ones. A town develops a festival 

together with its citizens in which art, music, nature, and community 

come together, not as an attraction for visitors but as an expression 

of a living identity. At a festival of lights, whole towns dim their light

ing, and people stand together under the stars. Such rituals can be 

religious or cultural, social or ecological, and they create moments of 

pause, connection, and meaning.

In a world that is often restless and fragmented, they are the moments 

that remind us that we belong together and share something greater. 

They are not merely a programme but lived meaning, and they 

strengthen the community because they show that it is more than the 

sum of its parts. For this to succeed, communities receive the means 

to cultivate and develop their own rituals, and participation remains 

open to all, regardless of origin, faith, or position.

MEANING AND PERSONAL FULFILMENT

IN MANY MODERN SOCIETIES, work is considered a means of earning 

money, success is equated with career and possessions, and relation
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ships are a private matter. A decisive question remains unanswered: 

why we do what we do, and what truly fulfils us. SOLIS places this 

question at the centre, because a good society is not only efficient 

and prosperous. It is a space in which people can find meaning, not 

prescribed and not uniform, but personal and alive. In SOLIS it is 

natural that people may ask themselves what matters to them, where 

they want to make a difference, and how they can be part of some

thing greater without losing themselves. Children are encouraged to 

be curious and to try things out. Young people are accompanied in dis

covering their vocation, not only according to income but according 

to passion and contribution. Adults have the right to change direction 

when their path no longer fits, so that an engineer who longs for 

social work can retrain without fear of losing status. Life is not divided 

into useful and superfluous areas. Work should not only function but 

make sense, and a contribution such as voluntary work with children 

is valued and recognized as a contribution even if it produces nothing.

To this end there are offers that help people find their own trail of 

meaning: counselling, mentoring, and spaces for reflection, commu

nities that support people through transitions, and an education that 

includes not only specialist knowledge but the development of per

sonality. This is more than a soft concern. A person without meaning 

becomes inwardly empty and alienated, and a society full of alienated 

people is sick, however brightly its façade may shine. Every person 

has a right to a life worth living: not only to survive, but to live.

JOY IN LIFE AND HUMOUR

AN ORDER THAT TAKES being human seriously must also take laughter 

seriously. Laughter heals. It breaks rigid patterns, opens hearts, and 

creates community, and a society that can laugh at itself is vacci

nated against the fanaticism that threatens every great idea. SOLIS 
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therefore recognizes humour and joy in life as a resource, not as a 

distraction. Festivals, play, music, sport, and rest are not breaks from 

real life but part of it, and rest is not a luxury but a foundation of 

health. The rituals of this order allow irony and self-criticism, its art 

may mock, and its office holders must put up with being caricatured. 

A design that could no longer be smiled at would have ceased to be a 

design and become a dogma. That is exactly what SOLIS never wants 

to be.

GLOBAL CULTURAL EXCHANGE

THE PRESENT KNOWS TWO opposing movements. On the one hand, 

cultural interconnection is growing. On the other, fears of appropria

tion, loss of identity, and being overrun by the foreign are growing. 

This gives rise to insecurity and mistrust, and lively exchange is often 

replaced by retreat and reproach. SOLIS takes a different path and 

understands global cultural exchange not as superficial decoration 

but as a necessity in a closely interwoven world.

Exchange is therefore deliberately fostered: through partnerships 

between schools and cultural centres, through cooperation between 

artists across borders, and through festivals and platforms that 

connect not only elites but also local initiatives. A music festival 

does not merely put people from different continents on stage one 

after another but lets them create something together that no one 

could have invented alone. The question of cultural appropriation is 

neither condemned wholesale nor ignored recklessly, but handled 

with awareness and conversation: where does a form come from, what 

does it mean, and who has access to it? Marginalized groups can 

protect their forms of expression, and cultures may share what they 

want to share and draw limits where they wish. Whoever wants to work 
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with the patterns of a community therefore enters into an exchange 

with it instead of merely copying it.

Thus diversity is understood as a treasure and not as a threat. People 

discover new perspectives and forms of expression, which broadens 

horizons and strengthens compassion. Societies that live exchange 

are more resilient and more creative, and in a connected world the 

great challenges can only be met together. Instead of entrenching 

themselves behind walls, people come together in open squares and 

let art, music, and ideas flow, as a shared treasury of humanity.

FREEDOM OF CULTURE AND FLEXIBLE IDENTITY

CULTURE GIVES MEANING, CREATES identity, and connects genera

tions. But it can also divide when it is captured, and serve propaganda 

when it submits to power or the market. In many of today’s systems, it 

becomes either a commodity or a tool of ideologies and loses its free, 

connecting character along the way. SOLIS understands culture as 

free, diverse, and at the same time carried by the community. Art, lan

guage, religion, and tradition can be freely chosen, no one is forced to 

give up their cultural identity, and culture may be critical and question 

authorities, including the order itself, in keeping with the maturity that 

the chapter on education establishes. An artist may therefore create 

political art without fearing censorship or commercial pressure, and 

a community may cultivate its traditions as long as it respects the 

immovable threshold of fundamental rights. So that culture belongs 

to everyone and not to a few, it remains a common good. Museums, 

libraries, theatres, and digital archives are open, education carries 

diversity forward, and cultural creation is supported by the funds 

instead of by market pressure, so that a young musician finds support 

without becoming dependent on commercial structures.
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Identity, finally, is multidimensional and flexible in SOLIS, not one-

dimensional and decreed. A person can understand themselves at the 

same time as part of their region, their profession, and the world, with

out these levels coming into conflict, and identity may grow instead 

of being fixed from above. Thus culture becomes a bridge that creates 

trust and shared values, makes dialogue between generations and 

groups possible, and gives orientation especially in times of change. 

Diversity is a strength here, as long as it is not artificially misused to 

divide. Culture is free and not for sale, and identity grows and is not 

decreed.
[  E N D  O F  R E C O R D  0 9  ]
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L O G  / /  M A R A

In the assembly, the system presented three ways in which the region 

could harden its grid against the next solar storm, with costs, risks, 

and how much land each option would eat up. A second system had 

been instructed to argue against the obvious option, and did it well. 

The cook asked whether the question had been put correctly: whether 

this was about the grid or about the people who would be sitting in the 

dark. The machines had nothing to say to that. That was the moment 

the assembly began to work.
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HHHHH
UMAN BEINGS HAVE ALWAYS BUILT TOOLS TO HELP 

THEM, FROM THE HAND AXE TO THE QUANTUM 

COMPUTER. But every tool asks a question: who is 

serving whom here? Does technology free people, 

or does it make them dependent? Does it create 

prosperity, or does it deepen inequality? Does 

it make work easier, or does it take away its

meaning? Never before have these questions been so urgent, be

cause never before have humanity’s actions determined its own 

future as deeply, as quickly, and as irreversibly as today. SOLIS faces 

them and draws one conclusion. Technology is not fate. It is not an 

unstoppable current that sweeps us away, but a tool whose use we 

decide on.

FUTURES RESEARCH AND SCENARIO PLANNING

CLIMATE CHANGE, ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE, biotechnology, the open

ing up of space, and the shift of power between the world’s regions are 

shaping a future that can no longer be left to chance. A good society 

therefore does not only look into the future. It shapes it consciously, 

ethically, and prepared. To this end, SOLIS maintains its own institu

tions that think ahead continuously: institutes and research networks 

that analyse technical, social, and ecological developments and draw 

up scenarios from them. What happens when artificial intelligence 

reaches a new level? What would be the consequences of far-reach

ing automation? In this work, science, enterprises, and the citizenry 

come together, so that the best minds think ahead jointly.

What is decisive is that this futures research does not happen in se

cret. There are no shadowy circles that decide everything in advance. 

Scenarios and analyses are made publicly accessible, taken up by 

schools and the media, and fed into citizen participation, so that 

society as a whole thinks along and sets priorities. A town holds a 
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futures forum every year, at which citizens learn about coming devel

opments, argue with experts, and contribute their own ideas. New 

technologies are therefore assessed technically, ethically, socially, 

and ecologically, and the public debate is held before a development 

gets out of control, not only afterwards. Thus the great upheavals 

are not suffered but shaped together: out of responsible foresight 

instead of fear of the future.

TECHNOLOGY AS A TOOL

IN SOLIS, POWERFUL TECHNOLOGIES, artificial intelligence, robotics, 

and biotechnology, are ethically examined and actively steered. Every 

new technology is questioned about its economic benefit and equally 

about its social, ecological, and psychological consequences. Proce

dures such as altering the genome, quantum computing, or neural 

interfaces are not left to market forces alone. Ethical guidelines and 

public debate accompany them. Dedicated institutions, technology 

councils as expert bodies, the ethics councils, and citizens’ forums, 

share in deciding what is developed, what is introduced, and what 

must be halted or changed. Whatever serves the common good is 

supported by the funds: an application that makes learning easier 

for disadvantaged children, a storage system that carries the energy 

transition. Whatever only exploits attention without contributing any

thing is limited.

Above everything stands a clear basic attitude. Technology should 

make people stronger, freer, and more creative, not weaker, more 

dependent, and more uniform. The human being remains sovereign. 

Machines do not steer people. People steer machines. Algorithms do 

not write the laws. People write algorithms that respect the laws. 

Biotechnology does not determine the future of the species. People 

decide which interventions are ethically justifiable. What we decide 
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in the coming decades helps determine whether humanity slides into 

a world of surveillance and dehumanization or rises into a world of 

possibilities and new forms of meaning. SOLIS takes the helm. It uses 

technology without letting itself be used by it.

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND HUMANITY

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE IS NO ordinary tool. It is able to learn, 

improves itself, may become autonomous, and may be more powerful 

than any human institution. In conventional systems it is seen either 

as a pure means of efficiency or feared as a threat. SOLIS takes a third 

path. Artificial intelligence can be a participant in the development 

of humanity, but it may never rule, replace, or incapacitate human 

beings. It is meant to support and strengthen them.

Clear ethical limits apply to this. Artificial intelligence may take on 

tasks that are too complex, too dangerous, or too monotonous for 

people, but never the final responsibility over life, dignity, and free

dom. It may not wage war on its own, may not manipulate anyone 

unnoticed, and may not replace any human relationship. An artificial 

intelligence in a hospital can allocate beds and resources, but it does 

not decide on its own about a life-saving treatment. That decision 

remains human. Especially powerful systems are subject to strict, 

collective, and international oversight and are never controlled by 

individuals, enterprises, or single orders alone, a direct application 

of the order of power that permits no top and no monopoly over a 

central resource. Provision has been made for the extreme case. Every 

powerful system has a switch that people hold, and the ability to stop 

it is practised like the emergency itself.

Wherever artificial intelligence acts in public areas, in administration, 

education, health, or the courts, it must be able to explain its deci

sions. There may be no black box whose logic no one understands. 
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Those affected have a right to inspection, to explanation, and to 

objection, and independent bodies review the systems regularly. 

Thus the separation of knowledge and decision is preserved, and 

the human being keeps the last word. Above all this stands a broad 

public conversation about how far artificial intelligence may go and 

what makes us human, held throughout society and not only in expert 

bodies, so that the most powerful tool in history does not become the 

master of its creators.

THE HUMAN ABOVE THE MACHINE

THAT THE HUMAN BEING keeps the last word is easy to state as a 

principle and hard to secure. An artificial intelligence far superior to 

humans can dominate them without ever giving an order: by pre-sort

ing the situation, selecting the options, and preparing the decision so 

that in the end all that remains is a nod. SOLIS meets this silent cap

ture with firm safeguards. For every far-reaching decision, the system 

does not present one recommendation as if there were no alternative, 

but several genuinely different paths together with their trade-offs. A 

justification that even a layperson can check takes the place of blind 

trust, and review systems appointed specifically for the purpose have 

the task of arguing against the obvious recommendation. Above all, 

however, the framing of the question remains reserved to humans, the 

determination of what is at stake and what counts as success. The 

machine illuminates the answer. The human asks the question.

THE DIGITAL COMMONS

THE DIGITAL SPHERE IS the nervous system of modern society. Almost 

everything runs through networks, data, and algorithms today: com

munication, the economy, knowledge, and power. In many of today’s 

systems, this nervous system is privately controlled. A few corpora

tions control the platforms, data are exploited like raw materials, and 
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algorithms decide invisibly what we see and think. SOLIS, by contrast, 

understands the digital order as public infrastructure and not as 

private property. It serves people, not the other way round.

The basic digital infrastructure is therefore a common good. Net

works, data spaces, and basic technologies are open to all, managed 

and secured collectively, dominated by no monopoly, and access is 

a right and not a privilege. A person in a remote region receives the 

same basic digital provision as someone in a big city. Linked to this 

is control over one’s own data. Every person decides for themselves 

who may use their data, there is no secret exploitation and no trade 

in what is private, and whoever uses an application keeps control and 

can see and revoke at any time what is happening. To this is added 

digital transparency. Public data platforms make projects and deci

sions traceable, algorithms that affect the community are disclosed 

and open to review, and control lies with society and not in the dark, so 

that every citizen can understand how a public allocation procedure 

decides. Thus the digital nervous system is freed from private control: 

no exploitation of data, no invisible steering, no technology that rules 

over people. The digital belongs to everyone, data belong to the indi

vidual, and technology serves people and not power.

ASYMMETRIC TRANSPARENCY

THE OPENNESS ON WHICH this order relies carries a danger within 

it. The same infrastructure of data and sensors that makes power 

transparent could expose the citizen. Pointed in the wrong direction, 

transparency would become a panopticon. SOLIS therefore deliber

ately reverses its direction. Full transparency applies to power, to the 

offices, the funds, and the algorithms, while the life of the individual 

is protected by privacy. Privacy is a right, data minimization a rule, 

and each person remains the master of the data about them. Whoever 

exercises power over others becomes visible. Whoever only lives their 

life remains hidden.
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TRANSHUMANISM AND CONSCIOUSNESS

THE HISTORY OF HUMANITY is a history of extension, from the tool that 

lengthens the hand to the computer that accelerates thinking. Now, 

however, we stand at a new point, at which technologies no longer 

change only what we use but what we are: neural interfaces, implants, 

interventions in the genome, assistance systems closely connected 

with us. SOLIS faces this future neither naively nor fanatically. It faces 

it in the awareness that it is opportunity and risk at the same time and 

demands the utmost care.

Technologies that extend body and mind are therefore examined 

strictly on ethical grounds, without a blanket ban but without naive 

enthusiasm. Every new possibility is examined in many dimensions, 

technically and medically as well as ethically, socially, and philosoph

ically, and may be introduced only if it guarantees safety, respects 

dignity and identity, and preserves fairness. An implant that gives a 

blind person back their sight is supported. An intervention that would 

give a wealthy minority mental superiority is slowed down, because 

it entrenches inequality. It follows directly that there may be no 

compulsion to be enhanced and no two-class society. Participation, 

dignity, and rights never depend on technical improvements. Whoever 

does not want to be enhanced remains a full member of the commu

nity. No job and no opportunity may be tied to an implant, and no 

child may be disadvantaged because their parents decided against 

an intervention. Here the absolute floor of fundamental rights takes 

effect. Dignity comes before any optimization.

Because these questions touch on how human beings understand 

themselves, their relationships, and their mortality, philosophical and 

ethical reflection accompanies every shift of the limit. Research into 

whether consciousness can be digitized or extended is not dogmati

cally forbidden either, but it is conducted with the utmost respect for 

identity and meaning and bound to clear limits that prevent misuse 
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and alienation. The question of whether we should do something is 

always taken as seriously as the question of whether we can. Thus 

humanity can grow at this threshold without losing itself.

SPACE RESEARCH AND INTERPLANETARY ETHICS

FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS, human beings have looked up to the stars 

with longing, and today this gaze is no longer a dream. Moon bases are 

being planned, missions to Mars prepared, the mining of raw materials 

on asteroids developed. This raises the question of how humanity 

deals with this new stage. SOLIS gives a clear answer. Space does not 

belong to individual nations or corporations but is a shared heritage 

and an extended living space of all humanity. Research in space is 

therefore conducted internationally, cooperatively, and peacefully. 

Large projects are joint missions of many orders and disciplines, 

not races, scientific exchange and open invention come first, and 

the military use of space is ruled out. The mining of raw materials 

is permitted only under clear ecological, ethical, and fair rules. The 

consequences are examined and limited, the yields benefit the whole 

of humanity through joint funds and not only those who get there first, 

and the planetary level secures approval and oversight. A consortium 

that wants to open up an asteroid must therefore show that there is 

no ecological risk and that part of the yield flows back into common 

goods.

Space, moreover, is more than a store of raw materials. It is a 

possible living space and perhaps the home of other forms of life. 

SOLIS therefore considers from the outset how to deal with possible 

extraterrestrial life, how to prevent organisms from being carried in 

either direction, and how fair participation is kept secure. Ethicists 

and philosophers therefore work in the research teams too, there are 

clear protocols for dealing with the unknown, and humanity appears 
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as a united civilization and not as a quarrelling crowd of competing 

groups. Thus it goes into space not as a reckless conqueror but as a 

learning and responsible species.

RISK AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT

A SOCIETY THAT BUILDS only on good times builds on sand. Natural 

disasters, global crises, technical dangers, and threats from space are 

part of the reality of a connected and technically complex civilization. 

SOLIS does not accept this fatalistically. It acts. Risks can never be 

avoided entirely, but one can prepare for them and build systems that 

are robust, able to learn, and adaptable.

This includes structures that monitor and assess risks continuously: 

interdisciplinary teams from science, technology, and medicine, early 

warning systems that evaluate large amounts of data in real time, and 

systematic scenario planning. It is not an exercise in fear. It is the 

basis of targeted preparation. If such a system detects an unusual 

threat early, assessments are drawn up within hours, the stages of 

Earth Defence are declared, and resources are redirected. Disaster 

protection is a shared project and not national egoism. Early warning 

systems are connected internationally, emergency plans exist at 

every level, and aid networks are prepared, rehearsed, and equipped 

before the emergency occurs. If a solar storm threatens the power 

grid, the distributed energy supply absorbs the failure, and connec

tions secured several times over hold the community together.

Resilience, however, is more than technology. It is social, psycho

logical, and ecological at the same time: strong communities and 

neighbourhoods, informed and composed people, and landscapes 

and towns that can cushion crises. After a disaster, people can there

fore draw on material help and equally on community structures that 

carry them emotionally. Thus people feel not like helpless victims but 
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like co-responsible members of a resilient society that emerges from 

strain stronger than before, true to the resilience that belongs to the 

foundations of this order.

HUMANITY’S PLACE IN THE COSMOS

AT THE END OF all technology and all systems stands not only the 

question of what we can do but the greater question of who we are 

and what we want to be: for ourselves, for one another, and for the 

universe. SOLIS answers it not with arrogance but with humility. We 

are not the masters of the universe and not the crown of creation. We 

are part of an immeasurably large and still largely unknown whole. And 

it is precisely from this insight that a great responsibility grows. The 

old logic held that what we can take belongs to us and that whoever is 

stronger decides. SOLIS reverses this logic. Where we use resources 

beyond the Earth, we do so as careful stewards and not as blind 

exploiters. Where we encounter other life, we come not as conquerors 

but as attentive fellow players. Where we explore the cosmos, we do 

so aware of the fragility of all that lives. Our significance is measured 

not by power but by responsibility, and not by what we take but by 

what we contribute.

Technical progress and expansion are meaningful only if they go hand 

in hand with inner growth, with wisdom, compassion, and mindfulness. 

That is why SOLIS measures greatness not by expansion but by 

maturity. We do not settle worlds just because we can. We first ask 

what for. We develop technology that increases not only our reach 

but also our capacity for reflection. We build a culture distinguished 

not by its size but by its depth. A ship travelling for generations 

to a distant star would be not only a technical adventure but the 

question of how to carry community, meaning, and humanity across 

centuries. The great aim is not faster, higher, mightier, richer. It is to 
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become a civilization that gives the cosmos more than it takes from 

it, that carries culture, beauty, and knowledge outwards, that learns 

instead of only conquering, and that leaves traces that shine not only 

technically but morally. Perhaps we are the first known species that 

can decide consciously how it behaves in the universe. We should not 

squander this chance.
[  E N D  O F  R E C O R D  1 0  ]
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L O G  / /  M A R A

Levi had been born in a birth centre, with a midwife who had known 

Mara since the third month, and afterwards Jonas had been off duty 

for half a year without anyone in the care team forgetting him. Now 

Levi was building a tree house with his class and doing sums voluntarily 

for the first time. Ida was in her time of orientation: three months by 

the sea with an enterprise that made nets, three months in a workshop 

that she left again after two weeks. No one wrote that into a CV.
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WWWWW
HEN A CHILD COMES INTO THE WORLD, IT IS NOT 

ONLY A BIOLOGICAL EVENT. It is an act of hope, a 

moment in which a society renews itself, and an 

invitation to everyone to take on responsibility. 

Everything this work designs will be carried by 

people who are still children today or not yet born. 

Whether they can carry it is decided in their first

years, in their families, in their schools, and in whether they have 

someone who listens to them. This chapter is therefore about the 

foundation on which every lasting change rests.

BIRTH AND EARLY CHILDHOOD

SOLIS DOES NOT UNDERSTAND birth as a purely private matter but as 

a shared task. Every child is valuable, not only for its family but for 

the whole of society. From the start, every expectant mother receives 

high-quality medical, psychological, and social support, antenatal 

care, obstetric care, and aftercare, regardless of her contribution, 

position, and place of residence, carried by a culture of care that 

lets women feel safe and respected. Because children do not grow up 

through their mothers alone, all the people close to them are included. 

Fathers, co-parents, grandparents, siblings, and chosen families find 

advice and support, and the diversity of family forms is recognized. A 

father receives not merely parental leave on paper but a network of 

help, so that he can be truly present at the start of family life.

Early childcare is a place of loving encouragement and not of mere 

custody. Small groups, trained professionals, and spaces for play, 

creativity, and attachment take the place of rigid timetables, and 

there is no pressure for early achievement, only offers oriented to 

the child. Because parenthood is often exhausting and lonely, no one 

stands alone. Family centres and midwives are fixed points of support, 
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neighbourhoods organize mutual help, and obstacles of bureaucracy 

and scarcity are removed deliberately, so that even a young mother 

who can contribute little accepts support without shame. There are 

deep reasons for this. The first years of life shape the brain, the body, 

and the emotions, people who feel supported are better parents, 

and every child who grows up well is a gain for everyone. A society 

that already cradles a person’s first breath in dignity and community 

shows that its members stand up for one another.

EDUCATION AND SUPPORT

CHILDREN ARE BORN LEARNERS. They ask why before they can speak, 

and they discover, feel their way, and play not out of compulsion but 

out of their own nature. SOLIS shapes education so that this innate 

joy in learning is not lost but preserved and strengthened. Today’s 

school systems often try to bring all children at the same pace 

through the same content to the same examinations, and in doing so 

they overtax some and undertax others. Here children learn individ

ually, at their own pace, with their own interests, and building on their 

own strengths. A child who is fascinated by nature may research and 

experiment. A child who burns for numbers receives additional chal

lenges without being labelled. A child who blossoms in art is supported 

as a full part of the community and not treated as second-rate.

In this education, mistakes are not a flaw but signs of where there 

is still something to discover. In place of the fear of bad marks and 

the division into clever and stupid comes the encouragement to try 

another way, to reflect, and to grow. Teachers are not mere transmit

ters of material but companions and mentors who smooth the paths 

of learning and support emotional, social, and creative development. 

This means less frontal teaching and more shared projects and work 

on relationships, and in the schools teachers, social educators, artists, 
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and researchers work together in teams. Creativity, cooperation, and 

social intelligence stand on an equal footing with the classic subjects. 

Art is not a minor subject, teamwork is a key skill, and practising 

compassion counts as much as factual knowledge.

A single project shows how closely all this works together. When 

children build a tree house together, it combines the mathematics of 

statics and measurements, the biology of suitable trees and of nature 

conservation, the language of documentation, the design of art, and 

the ethics of cooperation and responsibility. The result is lively, prac

tical learning that has nothing to do with isolated memorizing for the 

exam. Such an education sees the child as a whole person and brings 

forth the creative, reflective, and courageous people who can shape 

change. Above all, however, it connects with the maturity that the 

chapter on education establishes. It cultivates independent thinking 

and the ability to ask questions from the start, instead of drilling 

docility, because the challenges of this century cannot be solved with 

a school from the century before last.

FAMILY STRUCTURES

THE FAMILY IS AMONG the oldest and most powerful social structures 

of humanity, but it is not a rigid model. It changes with time, culture, 

and living conditions. SOLIS therefore understands the family not as 

a fixed template but as a living, flexible, and loving network, and it 

strengthens every form of family bond that is carried by care, respon

sibility, and affection, whatever it looks like.

This removes the invisible norm that in many of today’s systems 

allows only one form of family to count as natural and merely tolerates 

all others. Same-sex parents, blended families, single parents, chosen 

families without biological ties, and households spanning several 

generations are recognized as equal, as long as they rest on care and 
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mutual respect. There is no discrimination in rights and benefits, no 

moral judgment from outside, and no ranking between the traditional 

and the modern. At the centre stands not a social notion of morality 

but the well-being of the child. Support, education, health care, and 

care are oriented to what children and the people close to them 

actually need, and not to whether they fit a particular model. A single 

father has the same rights as a couple, a same-sex couple exercises 

parenthood jointly without bureaucratic hurdles, and a chosen family 

of adult friends who raise a child counts as a full family. In SOLIS, 

parenthood means responsibility, not ownership. Where parents fail, 

the community accompanies them instead of judging them.

So that families really have time for one another, working arrange

ments are conceived differently. Flexible part-time work, shared 

positions, sensibly limited work from home, parental leave for all 

genders, and support for relatives who provide care are not a luxury 

but a cornerstone of social health. A father can take several months 

of parental leave without endangering his path in the enterprise, and 

grandparents who spend a lot of time with their grandchildren count 

as a recognized part of the family network. The work of caring and 

raising children is not only valued more highly in cultural terms. As the 

economic order lays down, it counts as a contribution that earns value 

points and earned points, not as a private sacrifice but as a service 

for everyone. Thus the family is relieved instead of overburdened, and 

it is not a private building site that collapses under growing pressure 

but a value carried by the whole of society. A society that invests in 

its families builds up cohesion, resilience, and emotional health in the 

long run.
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PROTECTED SPACES AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

CHILDREN NEED MORE THAN education, food, and a roof over their 

heads. They need emotional security: spaces in which they may 

make mistakes, learn trust, express feelings, and develop resilience. In 

SOLIS, emotional health is therefore not a side issue but a central aim. 

This includes stable, reliable people to whom children can turn with 

their worries without first making an appointment or going through 

official channels. Trusted teachers who are visible and approachable, 

key educators in the nurseries, and neighbourhood centres with open 

doors give children the certainty that someone is listening and takes 

them seriously. This reduces fear and helplessness and strengthens 

courage and a sense of agency. Added to this are programmes 

for resilience, mindfulness, and compassion that are a fixed part of 

everyday life, because emotional strength is not innate but grows 

when it is cultivated. Children learn early to recognize and regulate 

their feelings, to put themselves in others’ shoes, and to argue fairly, 

and they experience that setbacks are part of life and how to deal 

with them in a healthy way.

Because the digital world is both a playground and a risk for children, 

media literacy is trained early. A child learns not only to operate a 

device. It understands how social media work, recognizes the differ

ence between real information and manipulation, and grasps that 

approval online is no measure of its own worth, a direct continuation 

of the maturity that the work establishes elsewhere. If a child never

theless becomes the target of bullying, it is not left alone. Structures 

intervene early, and in place of mere punishment comes real work on 

relationships, which strengthens the child affected and at the same 

time understands that the child who bullies often needs support too, 

the same restorative spirit that shapes the legal system. Thus SOLIS 

takes the heart as seriously as the mind, because emotionally strong 
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children become reflective and compassionate adults who carry a 

healthy society.

YOUTH, IDENTITY, AND FINDING ONESELF

YOUTH IS A PHASE like no other. Body and mind change quickly, 

and questions press in that were hardly there before: who one is, 

where one belongs, what one wants to do with one’s life, and what 

freedom, responsibility, and meaning signify. In many societies this 

time is considered a problem phase, and young people are treated 

as a disruptive factor or as a risk that has to be controlled. SOLIS, by 

contrast, understands youth not as a threat but as a valuable time 

of transition, of searching, trying out, and growing, which deserves 

particular attention.

Young people need spaces in which to discover themselves without 

being judged or punished straight away, and SOLIS creates them: cre

ative workshops, sports facilities, youth centres, digital platforms, and 

political and social projects to take part in. A youth centre therefore 

offers not only a billiard table but workshops for music, environmental 

projects, ideas for new enterprises, philosophy, and theatre, in which 

young people find out with their peers and with adults what moves 

them. Support in finding oneself happens without pressure and with

out disparagement. Young people have the right to ask, to doubt, 

and to reinvent themselves, and mentoring, counselling, and peer 

networks are aimed at strengthening identity instead of breaking it, 

in a climate of trust, respect, and freedom. And because the search 

takes time, the order expressly keeps time free for it. Between school 

and training lies a time of orientation in which young people may 

travel, help out, try things, and fail, without a CV punishing them for it.

In this time, sensitive questions also break open, for instance about 

sexuality, about one’s own gender, about faith, and about political 
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convictions. In SOLIS these questions may be asked and discussed 

openly, and young people have the opportunity to find their own 

voice in a protected and attentive setting with competent support. It 

is not about steering them in a predetermined direction, but about 

helping them find their own, fully in the spirit of the maturity and 

the flexible understanding of identity that the work sets out earlier. 

This is decisive, because confident and well-supported young people 

have better prospects of a fulfilled life, and a society that strengthens 

its youth gains creativity, inventiveness, and stability. Children and 

young people are not only future adults. They are already full mem

bers of the community with their own rights, needs, and dreams, they 

share in deciding what they need, and an order that recognizes this 

steers forward together with them.
[  E N D  O F  R E C O R D  1 1  ]
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L O G  / /  M A R A

Mara’s mother Rosa had been twenty-nine when the town by the river 

became a beacon: the first assembly with members chosen by lot, the 

first waterworks as a common good, the first winter in which no one 

was cold. Rosa often talked about the years before, when the cooper

atives still stood beside the corporations and the town learned to live 

without their permission. She also talked about those who had left, 

and about the lawyer who wanted to buy up people’s plots until no one 

would sell any more. “We didn’t defeat them,” she said. “We made them 

unnecessary.”
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AAAAA
N ORDER LIKE SOLIS CANNOT BE INTRODUCED AT 

THE FLICK OF A SWITCH. A society cannot be repro

grammed overnight, all its fears and blockages 

cannot be argued away, and, this is decisive, such 

an order cannot be established by force either 

without betraying its own foundations. An order 

based on dignity and maturity cannot be installed

by a coup. It has to be won through conviction and through the suc

cessful example. SOLIS is therefore a long, conscious transformation 

that requires time, patience, courage, and a culture of learning from 

mistakes. This chapter describes the path, the people who walk it, the 

resistance they will meet, the fate of old wealth, and the standards by 

which one can tell whether the path is still the right one.

THE PATH FROM WHAT EXISTS TO SOLIS

THE PATH LEADS THROUGH three phases that interlock. At the begin

ning stands a change of consciousness, because before structures 

change, minds and hearts have to move. It takes honest assessments 

that make visible not only problems but also possibilities, and coura

geous voices in the media, the arts, science, and everyday life that 

dare to ask whether we really want to carry on like this. A film that 

tells the principles of this order, a series of conversations that brings 

citizens, experts, and activists together, teaching material that lets 

children talk about the future instead of cramming facts: that is how 

it begins.

This is followed by the building of beacons, concrete places and 

projects that show it can be done: towns that switch to a circular econ

omy, enterprises that work according to these principles, schools and 

research networks that try out new paths. A small town switches its 

supply to renewable sources, introduces an assembly with citizens 
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chosen by lot, and becomes a model that finds imitators. Such exam

ples inspire, prove that change is practice and not only theory, and 

create momentum.

Only when enough people are convinced and enough examples hold 

does the change of the system begin: new legal frameworks, new 

economic incentives, new institutions. This too does not happen 

overnight but step by step, with setbacks, accompanied by monitor

ing and correction. A principle can stand in a constitution and still take 

years until administration, the economy, and society have internal

ized it. That is why accompaniment, monitoring, and feedback belong 

to every step. The transition to SOLIS is thus a project spanning 

generations, perhaps the greatest humanity has ever undertaken.

THE HONEST ASSESSMENT

TWO THINGS MUST BE said clearly here. First, this transition comes 

with no guarantee, and it meets not only inertia but real resistance. 

Second, and harder: SOLIS redistributes power and wealth. Whoever 

holds both concentrated under the existing order, together with the 

institutions built to protect them, will not be moved by arguments, 

because what is at stake here is not understanding but interest. A 

design that assumes the powerful can be persuaded is naive, and 

SOLIS makes no such assumption. It renounces coercion, but not 

realism. How it deals with this resistance without betraying itself is 

the subject of the section on actors and resistance.

STAGES OF TRANSFORMATION

THE TRANSFORMATION TO SOLIS is not a sudden upheaval but a relay 

race, in which the stages build on one another and reinforce one 

another. The order is not arbitrary but follows an inner logic. Education 

comes first, because without the ability to think in complex ways, re
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flect ethically, and act creatively, every later reform comes to nothing. 

This education does not begin at university but in early childhood, 

and it prepares people to be able to shape change at all. It is followed 

by the economy as the most powerful lever. Incentives shift from 

short-term profit towards lasting, socially and ecologically sensible 

economic activity, and a changed culture in enterprises, participation, 

ethical aims, and responsibility towards society and the planet, takes 

the place of the pure logic of profit. When the economy changes, the 

order of power has to follow, so that political and institutional struc

tures carry the change: more transparency, more ethical oversight, 

more participation, and gradually the bodies of the Ring that this work 

describes take shape. At the same time, work goes on on the soft 

factors, on values, stories, and the understanding of success, happi

ness, and meaning, because in SOLIS a successful person is not the 

richest but the one who creates something lasting for the community. 

In the end, a local project becomes a global process that learns from 

one another, respects differences, and shares common principles.

For this to succeed, it takes road maps that set out stages, priori

ties, and responsibilities, accompanying educational and cultural pro

grammes that make people participants instead of people affected, 

pilot projects with clear paths for spreading what has proved itself, 

and platforms through which knowledge and means are shared. Thus 

transformation does not become chaos but a conscious process 

carried jointly.

ACTORS, ROLES, AND RESISTANCE

THE CHANGE TO SOLIS does not happen by itself but is carried by 

people. Three roles stand at the centre. The pioneers are the coura

geous first ones who try out new ideas, often against the current and 

at risk: the social entrepreneurs, the municipalities, the teachers, and 
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the artists who live out what at first is only theory and thereby create 

momentum. The bridge builders are less visible and yet indispensable. 

They bring together what would otherwise remain separate, citizens 

and politics, science and the economy, young and old. They translate 

between worlds and create spaces in which people with different in

terests work on solutions together. The guardians, finally, watch over 

ethics and law. Ethics councils, ombudspersons, and platforms for 

those who expose abuses ensure that the change does not proceed 

blindly or recklessly, protect the weaker, and hold SOLIS to its own 

standard.

NOT ALL RESISTANCE IS ALIKE

WHERE THERE IS MOVEMENT, there is resistance, but it is not of one 

kind. Part of the resistance is a legitimate signal. It shows where 

people are afraid, where real conflicts of interest exist, or where 

someone has been overlooked. If a pilot project for sustainable urban 

development meets protest because rents are rising, that is no reason 

to abandon it but a sign that social compensation is missing. Such 

resistance is heard and translated into better solutions. Another part 

of the resistance, however, is not a signal for improvement but the 

defence of privileges by those who are losing power and wealth, and 

it does not dissolve through dialogue, because it does not rest on a 

misunderstanding. Treating both kinds as the same is the naivety on 

which great designs have failed. SOLIS distinguishes them and meets 

each in its own way. Not everyone will be convinced, and not everyone 

will come along. But everyone receives the opportunity to be heard 

and respected.

BUILDING IN PARALLEL INSTEAD OF ASKING PERMISSION

BECAUSE THE POWERFUL WILL not give up their power, SOLIS does 

not wait for their consent. Its strategy is not to conquer the existing 

centres of power. It is to build parallel structures that simply work 

better, cooperative enterprises, supply from common goods, assem
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blies with citizens chosen by lot, open knowledge networks, and 

resilient, broadly based supply chains, and to let them grow until they 

overtake and absorb the old structures. The transition is thus won 

less by conquest than by obsolescence. Where the new order simply 

serves people better, the old one loses its hold. This is not a detour but 

the real path, because it does without the coercion that SOLIS rejects 

and founds the new order on what it achieves instead of on what it 

conquers.

THE DANGERS NAMED

THIS PATH CAN FAIL, and naming the dangers is itself a protection 

against them. The first is capture: that the new institutions are taken 

over by the very interests they were meant to replace. It is countered 

by the order of power, sortition, rotation, and the right of recall, 

which make lasting appropriation mechanically difficult. The second 

is economic strangulation: that an island of SOLIS, embedded in a 

hostile market, is starved or undercut. It is countered by the controlled 

membrane of the border and by building resilient, connected, and 

cooperative structures instead of isolated individual attempts. The 

third is hollowing out: that the language of SOLIS is adopted but its 

substance hollowed out. It is countered by the measurable monitoring 

of fundamental rights and by the maturity of citizens, which lets them 

recognize the hollowing out. The fourth is relapse: that the order 

erodes over time. It is countered by deep civic education and by the 

structural impossibility of ossification. A society that pays attention 

to these dangers is far harder to defeat by them.

NO COERCION, BUT DEFENCE

FINALLY, THERE IS A distinction that matters. SOLIS renounces attack 

and establishing itself by force. It is not installed through an over

throw and does not compel the unwilling. But renouncing coercion 

does not mean renouncing defence. A society that has built some

thing just is not obliged to let it be destroyed, sabotaged, or hijacked 
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in the name of tolerance. The line runs as in the chapter on security: 

attack is forbidden, defence is legitimate. SOLIS protects what it 

builds against those who want to tear it down, without itself becoming 

the aggressor it rejects.

WHAT BECOMES OF OLD WEALTH

THE HARDEST QUESTION OF the transition is the one about what al

ready exists: the millionaire’s house, the corporation’s capital, the plot 

of land that has belonged to a family for three generations, the loan a 

craftsman has taken out from a bank. A design that avoids it remains 

a sketch. SOLIS answers it with one principle and four rules. The 

principle is this: nothing is taken because someone has it, but nothing 

remains power just because it was once power. The transition does 

not expropriate but disempowers, and it does so where a citizenry has 

adopted the order, never from outside and never overnight.

The first rule concerns personal possessions. The house someone 

lives in, the workshop they run, the land a family farms remain theirs, 

as property or as a permanent right of use where the land itself 

becomes a common good. Whoever can no longer sell the land can 

still build on it, live on it, and pass it on to their children. The second 

rule concerns monetary wealth. It is exchanged into value points at a 

public rate, up to the threshold of provision. What lies above it is not 

lost, but it is transformed: into shares in the productive fund, which 

secure the former owner a return in value points for life, but no vote, 

no power of disposal, and no sale. Wealth is recognized as a claim to a 

good life and dissolved as a lever over others. The third rule concerns 

companies. They become enterprises. The employees become partic

ipants, the management becomes an office held for a term, and the 

previous owners receive fund shares for their capital under the same 

rule as everyone else. Machines, buildings, and knowledge stay where 
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they are needed, in the enterprise. The fourth rule concerns debts. 

Debts between people and enterprises within the order are settled in 

value points up to a fair limit and are extinguished beyond it, because 

an order without interest cannot carry on interest-bearing debts. 

Debts to the outside world remain what they are and are serviced 

through the membrane as far as possible, so that the new order does 

not begin as a cheat.

These rules apply in phases, like the provision for old age: with a long 

period in which both systems run side by side, and with guaranteed 

minimums for those who planned their lives under the old order. And 

they apply together with the right to leave for anyone who would 

rather be rich than ringed. Whoever leaves takes along what they 

can carry and leaves behind what belongs to the order: the land, the 

water, the power. Thus the transition becomes neither a robbery nor 

a capitulation to what exists. It is the translation of old wealth into a 

language in which it no longer rules anyone.

COMMUNICATION AND PERSUASION

NO IDEA, HOWEVER GOOD, lives without communication, because 

people have to understand what it is about, feel that it concerns them, 

and see that they can take part. In SOLIS, communication is therefore 

not an appendage and not an advertising machine, but a heart of the 

transformation. It connects, explains, inspires, and moves.

Above all, it explains not only what is happening but why. Too often 

today, reforms are pushed through and laws passed without people 

grasping their meaning, which feeds mistrust and withdrawal. SOLIS 

therefore always also answers the questions about what for and why. 

When a town switches to renewable energy, it is not only the technical 

details that are communicated. It is explained why this change is nec

essary, what it means in the long term, and what role each individual 
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plays. This communication is addressed to everyone and not only to 

elites, to the woman worker, the young person, the pensioner, and the 

single mother as much as to the businesswoman, in clear, respectful 

language and without the jargon of experts. It uses every channel, 

from classic media through digital ones to local events and the means 

of art. A change in a town therefore does not begin with an adminis

trative decree but equally with a festival of music, conversation, and 

shared experience.

What is decisive, finally, is that communication takes the form of dia

logue and does not run from the top down. It is not about proclaiming 

messages but about creating spaces in which questions can be asked, 

doubts voiced, and proposals made. In them, those responsible speak 

with the population and not about it, openly also about mistakes and 

uncertainties, without back rooms and without secrecy. A new law is 

therefore not only explained. There is an open phase in which citizens 

ask questions, help shape it, and voice concerns. Thus a society arises 

that does not suffer change but carries it together.

INTERNATIONAL SPREAD AND ADAPTATION

SOLIS IS NOT A finished template to be laid over the world, because 

every society has its own history, its own symbols, and its own 

resources, strengths, and wounds. It therefore does not see itself 

as an export product but as an open, adaptable model. It offers 

foundations and an ethical framework, but the concrete form arises 

locally. The five foundations remain the same everywhere. They form 

the backbone, which is not negotiable. What differs is the how. Which 

institutions are built, which paths are chosen, and which symbols 

and rituals carry the system depend on the society concerned. In 

an Indigenous community, the protection of traditional knowledge 

systems stands at the centre, in a post-industrial conurbation social 
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and technical invention, in a region scarred by war first the building of 

resilience, before the bodies of the Ring arise. Thus every society fills 

the framework with its own reality instead of having a foreign model 

imposed on it.

So that SOLIS does not break up into isolated islands, networks con

nect the individual paths. Through them knowledge is shared: which 

approaches have proved themselves, where there were setbacks, and 

what can be learned from them. Means are distributed so that poorer 

regions also receive the same opportunities, and standards are coor

dinated, so that the ecological and human rights principles apply 

everywhere, even where they are implemented differently. A network 

of communities that live according to SOLIS exchanges experience on 

every continent, carries out joint projects, and shares lessons without 

levelling local particularities. How a world order arises from many such 

orders without a ruler emerging above it is set out in the following 

chapter.

BY WHAT THE PATH CAN BE MEASURED

AN ORDER THAT BEARS its name but has lost its substance is the third 

of the dangers named, and only one thing helps against it: standards 

by which one can check at any time whether a project is still SOLIS 

or only called so. They are simple, and anyone can apply them. Is 

basic provision secured for everyone, and does the monitoring of 

fundamental rights measure how they are honoured in everyday life? 

Does every body that exercises power have a part filled by lot, a limit 

on terms of office, and a right of recall? Are decisions, flows of money, 

and exertions of influence open to inspection, and is the life of the 

individual at the same time protected by privacy? Is it impossible 

for anyone to accumulate value points beyond the threshold, is the 

quantity of points a public figure, and is capital allocated through 
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several independent routes? Are ecological costs included in every 

price, and does the community take less from the planet than it gives 

back? Does education teach people to question the order itself, and 

is criticism of it expressly protected? May those who do not want to 

stay leave?

Wherever one of these questions has to be answered with no, the 

path has been abandoned, however much it may still sound like SOLIS. 

Wherever all of them can be answered with yes, it is SOLIS, however 

different it may look from this book. For what makes this order is 

not its form but what it secures: a power that belongs to no one, a 

prosperity that excludes no one, a planet that stays habitable, and a 

human being who is free to examine all of this.
[  E N D  O F  R E C O R D  1 2  ]
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L O G  / /  M A R A

Mara’s cousin Tomas had left ten years earlier, for an order in which 

one could become rich. He came to visit every summer, with presents 

that no one here could buy, and with a gaze that lingered on the river 

a little longer each year. That same summer, Mara sat as the region’s 

delegate in the assembly of the countries when the planetary defence 

reported its annual exercise: a chunk of rock two years away, three 

orders aiming together. None of it belonged to anyone. That was the 

point.
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TTTTT
HE GREATEST DANGERS OF THIS AGE RESPECT NO 

BORDER. Climate change, a new epidemic, a tech

nology run wild, and a threat from space strike 

humanity as a whole and cannot be averted by any 

single country. An order conceived only inwards 

would therefore remain incomplete. This chapter 

asks how SOLIS relates to the world: how many

societies work together without a new ruler arising above them, and 

how humanity carries what is planetary together without giving up its 

diversity.

THE RING AT THE PLANETARY LEVEL

THE OBVIOUS ANSWER TO global problems would be a world govern

ment, and it would be the most dangerous top of all. What holds 

for the individual state holds all the more for the planet. Where a 

highest authority arises, the highest target for capture arises, and 

no distance would make it safer than any throne before it. Here too, 

SOLIS chooses not the pyramid but nesting. The order is built in many 

layers, from the neighbourhood through the region and the country 

up to the planetary level, and each level is itself a ring: with an assem

bly, offices, an ethics council, courts, and a review body, partly chosen 

by lot, with changing membership, open to recall, transparent, without 

a top. Above this stands the principle of subsidiarity in its strict form. 

The higher level may do only what the lower one truly cannot. Only 

what is truly planetary is thus left to the planetary level. Everything 

else belongs closer to the people. Thus global coordination arises, but 

no global ruler.



SOLIS // WORLD ORDER: SOLIS AMONG THE PEOPLES

1 2 5

WHAT IS PLANETARY AND SUCCEEDS ONLY TOGETHER

SOME TASKS, HOWEVER, ONLY humanity as a whole can solve. The 

climate knows no border, a pathogen leaps over every wall, a powerful 

artificial intelligence in a single hand endangers everyone, and an 

asteroid does not distinguish between nations. For these few but de

cisive cases, SOLIS creates a planetary defence: shared early warning, 

shared capacities, shared rules. The Earth Defence of the individual 

orders flows together in it, and it is itself ringed in turn and belongs 

to no single power. Protection against the end of humanity is the one 

task that no sovereignty may keep for itself, and at the same time 

the one that no power may misuse as a pretext for its own rise. The 

planetary defence therefore also stands under the lot, rotation, and 

accountability. The commons that belong to all, the atmosphere, the 

oceans, the heritage of space, are managed at this level, by the same 

rules as the waterworks in the region.

GLOBAL JUSTICE

A SHARED PLANET DEMANDS a shared justice. The goods that belong 

to everyone may not be captured by a few. Their yields benefit all of 

humanity, not only those who get there first. Where wealth rests on 

past injustice, redressing it is part of justice, not as eternal guilt but as 

an honest reckoning. Wealthy regions bear a particular duty, because 

responsibility is measured by abilities and means. And no society 

may found its prosperity on exploiting another. In SOLIS, diversity is a 

strength to learn from, not a pretext for inequality between peoples.
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BELONGING AND MIGRATION

WHO BELONGS TO A community, and how one joins or leaves it, 

touches the core of every order. SOLIS holds two things together 

here. On the one hand, the right to leave. No person is chained to an 

order, however just it may be. Whoever wants to emigrate or found a 

community of their own that lives differently may do so, limited only 

by the rule that no one may leave in order to harm others or destroy 

the community. This is the controlled membrane applied to people. It 

lets legitimate difference pass and seals only the leak through which 

someone would undermine the order from outside. On the other hand, 

the right to come. Migration is not treated as a threat but in an orderly 

and humane way, with responsibility towards those who seek protec

tion as well as towards the communities that take them in. Whoever 

comes receives basic provision and fundamental rights from the first 

day, and access to language and contribution instead of to waiting 

rooms. Whoever takes people in receives the means to make it work. 

Integration is not a one-way street. Both sides learn, and diversity is 

respected, but not at the expense of the five foundations. An order 

that one may leave has to convince through what it achieves, and not 

by bolting the exit.

SURVIVING IN A MIXED WORLD

SOLIS DOES NOT ARISE in an empty world but alongside powers that 

do not share its principles. A society that binds itself ecologically 

and ethically while others do not can be overrun or undercut before 

its example takes effect. SOLIS meets this neither by retreat nor by 

attack, but by union: alliances of like-minded regions, mutual defence, 

resilient and connected supply chains, shared knowledge. Towards 

the outside world, it stands for a world of many poles. No bloc may 

dominate all others, regions and cultures remain independent and 
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at the same time connected, and balance arises from mutual depen

dence, respect, and clear limits: diversity without chaos, order without 

subjugation. Its path outwards is the same as inwards, victory through 

obsolescence. Where the new order visibly serves people better, the 

old one loses its hold. Until then, SOLIS protects what it has built 

without itself becoming the aggressor.

A HUMANITY UNITED, NOT UNIFORM

THE AIM IS NEITHER a world state nor a patchwork, but a humanity 

that is united but not uniform. The five foundations apply everywhere, 

dignity, balance, responsibility for the planet, the advancement of 

knowledge and wisdom, and long-term resilience. They are the shared 

core, which is not negotiable. What differs is everything else: the 

shape of the institutions, the language of culture, the paths to mean

ing. As little as SOLIS prescribes a single idea of the good life, so 

firmly does it hold on to what all people share. A narrow, firm core and 

above it a rich diversity: that is the order in which humanity can act 

as one without ceasing to be many. Our future belongs to everyone, 

or it belongs to no one.
[  E N D  O F  R E C O R D  1 3  ]
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THE FIVE FOUNDATIONS AT A GLANCE

AAAAA
T THE END OF THIS WORK, IT IS WORTH ASKING 

WHAT SOLIS ACTUALLY IS AND WHAT DISTINGUISHES 

IT FROM OTHER DESIGNS. The answer is this: SOLIS 

is not a rigid law, not an unchangeable manifesto, 

and not a finished model to be imposed on a soci

ety. It is a learning, evolving system, a framework, 

an attitude, a compass that every society and

every generation must fill with life anew. For all its flexibility, it is held 

together by the five foundations, which run through every area like a 

common thread and form its ethical backbone.

The dignity of the human being demands not only that no one be 

harmed but that we actively ensure that every person can develop. It 

is the absolute floor below which no weighing reaches, and it applies 

even to those who have become guilty. The balance of individual 

and community holds together what other orders play off against 

each other. Freedom without responsibility is reckless, responsibility 

without freedom is oppression, and true freedom arises where people 

recognize their responsibility and fulfil it out of conviction. Responsi

bility for the planet makes the Earth a living world that is not merely 

damaged less but healed, and gives it a voice in every decision. The 

advancement of knowledge and wisdom grounds the order in the best 

available knowledge and in the judgment that knows how to interpret 

it, and in the principle that all knowledge is open and every authority 

may be questioned, including this one. Long-term resilience, finally, 

builds everything that has to bear weight in a distributed, learning, 

and adaptable way, so that the order emerges from strain stronger 

instead of breaking under it.

These values would remain without consequence, however, had the 

work not given them institutions. The hardest question, that of power, 

SOLIS answers not with a supreme body but with a Ring without 
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a top, anchored in the people and secured against lasting capture 

by sortition, rotation, recall, and the separation of knowledge from 

decision. The economy it neither abolishes nor plans omnisciently. 

It limits the market: basic provision as an entitlement, discretionary 

goods through a means of value that cannot be hoarded, whose prices 

arise from decentralized signals within ecological and social limits, 

and capital that stays in many hands. The public sphere it protects 

not with a ministry of truth but with a procedure that has a burden of 

proof, a right of appeal, and the immovable limit that it may never be 

directed against criticism of SOLIS itself. And its citizens it forms not 

for docility but for maturity, up to the ability to reject the order itself 

if it deserves it.

THE BUILDING BLOCKS AT A GLANCE

WHOEVER HAS READ THE work knows its building blocks from their 

context. Here they stand side by side once more, so that every part of 

the design can be compared with every other, because an order only 

works if its parts do not contradict one another.

The five foundations are the non-negotiable core: dignity, balance, 

responsibility for the planet, knowledge and wisdom, and resilience. 

Everything else is freedom.

The Ring is the order of power: a circle of bodies without a top, 

anchored in the citizenry, at every level from the neighbourhood to 

the planet. Whoever is bound into it is ringed.

The assemblies pass the laws and budgets of their level, with mem

bers who are partly elected and partly chosen by lot. The offices held 

for a term carry things out, time-limited and rotating. The Council of 

the Wise thinks beyond the horizon and advises without commanding. 

The ethics councils examine against the foundations and can halt. 

The courts bind everyone, including the bodies of the Ring. The 
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transparency and review body keeps knowledge open and monitors 

fundamental rights.

The citizenry decides four things itself: the adoption of the order, 

any change to its core, the recall of its bodies, and the questions put 

before it or brought to it by a petition. Everything else is decided by 

the assemblies.

The lot, rotation, recall, and the separation of knowledge from deci­

sion are the four components against capture. They apply to every 

power, including armed power, to the community bank, and to the 

allocation of capital.

The exception that ends itself allows fast action in an emergency: 

public, time-limited, with an expiry date, reviewed afterwards, and with 

the duty to dismantle.

The entitlements secure basic provision for everyone, housing, en

ergy, food, health care, education, and mobility, without anything in 

return, funded from the community share. Where goods of the base 

differ, need, order of registration, and the lot decide, not connections.

Value points pay for contribution and buy discretionary goods: 

tied to the person, interest-free, impossible to hoard, impossible to 

speculate with, with prices from decentralized signals within fixed 

ecological limits. Up to the threshold of provision they can be saved 

and bequeathed, beyond it not.

The quantity of points is a public figure. New points arise only in 

the community bank against registered contribution, and three open 

levers, the basic value of an hour, the community share, and the 

threshold, keep the quantity in line with the discretionary goods that 

are produced.

The community share is the part of every credit that fills the commu

nity funds, rising above a threshold. It takes the place of taxation, is 

simple at the source, and visible in its use.
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Enterprises are communities of participants with an enterprise ac

count that builds a reserve but no wealth. The meshed funds allocate 

capital through many independent routes, and a share is reserved for 

the dissenter.

The membrane is the controlled border with the outside world. It lets 

value pass for real needs and lets people with legitimate differences 

pass, and it seals the leak through which accumulation, power, or 

destruction would come in.

The translation of old wealth governs the transition: personal pos

sessions remain, monetary wealth becomes value points up to the 

threshold and fund shares without a vote above it, companies become 

enterprises, and debts within the order are extinguished above a fair 

limit.

The stewards of the living world give ecosystems, animals, and future 

generations a voice before the bodies of the order.

Asymmetric transparency makes power transparent and protects 

the individual. Offices, funds, algorithms, and operations are open, and 

the citizen’s life is private.

The limit on procedures applies wherever the order can intervene. 

Neither the review procedure of the public sphere nor the security 

apparatus may ever be directed against criticism of SOLIS.

The right to leave and the maturity to question SOLIS too are the 

final safeguards. An order that one may leave and reject has to con

vince through what it achieves.

These foundations and building blocks do not stand side by side. They 

connect society, law, security, the economy, the planet, education, 

health, culture, technology, the family, and the world into a whole. 

Therein lies the essence of SOLIS: no technocracy, no ideology, and 

no finished recipe, but a living whole, carried by people who know that 

freedom, responsibility, dignity, and sustainability strengthen one 
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another. It is an order with a clear compass, which allows mistakes, 

learns from them, and improves itself.

WHY SOLIS IS NEEDED

ONE MIGHT ASK WHY such a comprehensive design is needed and 

why it is not enough to repair the existing systems. The answer is 

that humanity stands at a crossroads whose significance exceeds 

everything before it, and that this crossroads opens up in several 

dimensions at once.

In the planetary dimension, we have for the first time the means to 

make the planet uninhabitable, and at the same time the technologies 

to heal it. The only question is which direction we choose, and mere 

repair is no longer enough here. In the technological dimension, arti

ficial intelligence, biotechnology, and neurotechnology are growing 

exponentially and can connect us as much as divide us. What decides 

is who steers them and who sets the ethical limits. In the social dimen

sion, we have the knowledge to feed everyone, end poverty, and make 

education possible for all. Yet millions go hungry and inequalities grow, 

so that the question arises of how long we want to look on instead of 

creating systems that make this knowledge usable in a fair way. And in 

the psychological dimension, a world celebrates incredible progress 

and at the same time burns out inwardly. The question is whether we 

want societies in which people merely function or ones in which they 

flourish.

This is not a scenario of a distant future but the present. We already 

live in the midst of this ordeal, in a world that celebrates progress, 

entrenches injustice, falls apart politically, stands on the brink eco

logically, and is exhausted psychologically. That is why it is not about 

small repairs or patchwork on systems that reached their limits long 

ago. It is about a new architecture, a new foundation, a new social 
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contract that joins people, the planet, technology, and meaning anew. 

At the end stands nothing less than the question of how we as human

ity can not only survive but flourish: how we create a civilization that 

grows, learns, and heals, on this planet and beyond. Time is pressing, 

because every generation that hesitates pushes the responsibility 

onto one that may no longer have a choice.

THE GREAT VISION

SOLIS IS MORE THAN a reform plan, a political agenda, or an economic 

concept. It is a vision, a comprehensive vision that is greater than any 

ideology, any party programme, and any national interest. It sketches 

a world in which every child has the chance to discover their gifts and 

no talent is lost merely because it does not fit a standard. A world in 

which no one goes hungry while others live in abundance, because 

wealth means not seclusion but shared responsibility. A world in which 

work brings fulfilment instead of exploitation, in which technology 

serves people and not the other way round, in which we work with 

nature instead of fighting it. A world in which cultures dance with one 

another instead of making war, and in which we look to the stars not 

as conquerors but as learning guardians.

Some will object that this sounds beautiful but is unrealistic, and 

that people are not like that. SOLIS answers this in two ways. First, 

this work has nowhere assumed better people. Each of its building 

blocks is built for the people who exist, fallible, self-interested, open to 

temptation, and it holds precisely because of this. Second, this vision 

is not a naive dream but a standard, not a finished goal but a guiding 

light by which systems, decisions, and structures can be aligned. It is 

not about whether we create the perfect world. It is about whether we 

refuse to settle for less than the best we can be. Such a vision fulfils 

three tasks at once. It gives hope, by showing that change is possible 
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and the future can be shaped. It gives orientation, by helping to set 

priorities and assess decisions. And it gives meaning, by answering 

the question of why we take on the effort of change: because we will 

not accept a world in which inequality, destruction, and cynicism are 

the norm. Thus it stands like an inner star above the whole, giving 

orientation even in dark moments and directing our gaze beyond the 

next election cycle to the generations to come.

THE CALL TO HUMANITY

THIS SECTION IS NOT an analysis and not a theory but an appeal: 

to you, to me, to all of us. For it is not enough to wait for those at 

the top to put things right, to hope that politics and institutions will 

sort everything out, or to believe that a new strong man or a perfect 

programme will do everything for us. Nor is it enough to retreat into 

cynicism and hopelessness, to hide behind screens and irony, or to 

make oneself small with the thought that a single person cannot 

change anything anyway.

For society is not the government and not the system. Society is all 

of us, with our everyday decisions, words, and actions. Everyone can 

try out new paths in their own surroundings, live more sustainably, 

act more fairly, speak more attentively, connect with others and 

strengthen neighbourhoods and initiatives, start small projects, set 

conversations going, give a visible example, and pass on knowledge. 

This needs no saviour and no great leader, but a critical mass of 

people who say: we want it different, we want it better, and we are 

starting here and now, with our means and in our lives. SOLIS is not a 

project from above but a network and a field of possibilities in which 

every movement, however small, becomes part of a great change.

Imagine it: in one town, a school begins to change its food, to allow 

more participation, and to teach mindfulness. In one neighbourhood, 
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people begin to produce energy together and to bring public spaces 

to life. In one enterprise, the participants reorganize their working 

hours and share the proceeds more fairly. None of these projects 

changes the world on its own, but together they form a network that 

grows ever denser and stronger. The call of SOLIS does not want to 

burden you. It wants to show you that you are part of something 

greater, that you have a voice, and that you are not powerless. The 

question is not whether you can change everything, but whether you 

are ready to play your part, with courage, with heart, and with hope.

CLOSING WORDS

THIS WORK WAS NOT written for elites, academies, or conferences, 

nor for papers that gather dust in drawers. It was written for the 

people who work, love, suffer, and hope every day, often quietly, often 

unseen, often exhausted, and who sometimes wonder whether that 

was all or whether there is something greater out there that calls them 

and connects them with others. SOLIS is an invitation to all who sense 

that there is more in them than everyday life allows, and who have the 

courage to think big and start small.

Mara does not exist. Nor does the cook, nor the river, nor the festival 

of lights. But everything that happens to them is built, block by block, 

in this book, and it is built for people as they are. That is the difference 

between a dream and a design.

A work that draws the line between advice and decision may not keep 

silent about that line when it comes to itself. This work was conceived 

and written by a human being. In the revision that distinguishes this 

version from the first, an artificial intelligence helped him. It looked for 

contradictions, named gaps, and suggested sentences. He examined, 

rejected, and took responsibility for every word himself. The machine 

illuminated the answer. The human asked the question.
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So let this work be dedicated to those who are yet to come. May they 

grow up in a world that does not only protect them but nourishes and 

strengthens them. Let it be dedicated to the old, who gave us their 

stories. May we honour their wisdom and preserve their experience. 

And let it be dedicated to the living, who waver between fear and hope. 

May they recognize that they are not alone and that their longing for 

meaning and connection is not chance but a call. SOLIS does not want 

to be a dogma or a holy scripture, but a compass, a tool, a bridge, and 

a beginning. It does not invite blind following, but thinking, feeling, and 

acting together.

On paper, this book ends here. In truth, however, it does not end but 

begins: in minds, in hearts, in conversations, and in the actions that 

grow out of them. May SOLIS be a bridge and not a bunker, a light and 

not a watchtower of power, a promise and not a command. For the 

children, for the old, for us, for the Earth, for the stars, and for life.

SOLIS lives only if you live it.

System of Learning, Integrity and Sustainability — SOLIS.System of Learning, Integrity and Sustainability — SOLIS.System of Learning, Integrity and Sustainability — SOLIS.System of Learning, Integrity and Sustainability — SOLIS.System of Learning, Integrity and Sustainability — SOLIS.System of Learning, Integrity and Sustainability — SOLIS.System of Learning, Integrity and Sustainability — SOLIS.System of Learning, Integrity and Sustainability — SOLIS.System of Learning, Integrity and Sustainability — SOLIS.
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